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A previous communication from Dr. Mason, 
under date of Dec. 15, announced his arrival 
at Rangoon, and his purpose to set out on the 
17th to attend the Karen Association in 
Toungoo. 

Striking contrast. 

Khen Wai, Jan. 27, 1857.—I entered 
Toungoo with the new year, January 
second, and truly it has been a happy 
new year tome. The contrast between 
last winter and the present could hardly, 
in the whole class of possibilities, be 
made more striking. Then I was shut 
up in a snow bank, doing nothing but 
watching over a little cylinder stove, to 
see that the fire did not go out, on the 
one hand, and that it did not burn too 
much coal, on the other. Whichever 
way I looked from my little room, not 
larger than a criminal’s cell, with my 
bed on the floor, and my whole library 
piled up on the floor around it, nothing 
was to be seen but snow, snow, sNow, 
from December to April, excepting here 
and there a few frozen branches peep- 
ing from the snow drifts, barren as the 
fig tree that Christ cursed. Now I gaze 
on eternal verdure. Trees budding, 
trees blossoming, trees fruiting, meet the 
eye in every direction; and my habitation 
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is the wide, wide forest, and the cloud- 
capped mountain’s summit. Mount 
ains are piled on mountains, like masses 
of gigantic crystals. On the very edges 
of these crystals, turned up to the hori- 
zon, are situated most of our Christian’ 
villages, with an even descent often on 
each side, at an angle of 45 deg., smooth 
as the side of a piece of spar when seen 
in the distance; and on these crests, or 
across them, the paths are trodden, up 
and down, every hundred yards. You 
who saw me last winter in my den, 
should see me this, on the back of an 
elephant, seven cubits high, ascending ro 
descending these perpendicular mount- 
ain sides, with the Karens around me, 
by twenties, and thirties, and fifties, cut- 
ting a path for my elephants through 
the bamboo thickets, or digging a footing 
for them in the steep descent. 

But the Karens soon grew weary of 
seeing me move so slowly, and made me 
a kind of bamboo palankeen, in which 
they placed me, on the top of my bed- 
ding, bearing me on their shoulders from 
village to village, through the Maunie- 
pgha hamlets, to the Paku settlements, 
and now from the Paku to the Bghai 
country. 

My course has been like a triumphant 
procession. “ Thou blessed of the Lord,” 


290 


as one of the Bghais addressed me, ex- 
plainsall. It has been an expression of 
gratitude to God, exhibited to his serv- 
ant, for sending them the gospel. When 
I noticed that they built better houses 
for the teachers than for themselves, 
some of which are as good as I should 
desire for myself, a chief replied: “ If 
you will come to live here, we will give 
you a better house than this.” At more 
than one village they brought me money; 
but I told them I should not retain any 
money they brought me for my own use, 
but pay it into their own Mission Soci- 
ety, to aid in the support of their teach- 
ers and schools. “ How blessed on the 
mountains,” as Quala wrote me, “are 
the feet of those who go preaching glad 
tidings!” 

Among the leading men of the church- 
es, several have come forward to tell of 
the days they spent in the mission house 
in the city, when they first heard the 
gospel ; but nothing interested me more 
than to see perched on the deacon’s seat 
at Kau the, the Karen who of all gave me 
most trouble by his endless interruptions 
and contradiction. It is the Lord’s work, 
and is wonderful in our eyes. 


A glorious work—The help needed. 


When I stand on these mountain 
tops in Christian villages, and see now 
two, anon three, and then five other 
clusters of Christian habitations, I feel 
like the queen of Sheba—“ The half 
was not told.” I could not convey toa 
congregation in America an adequate 
conception that would be credited, of 
the magnitude of the work effected. 
Were the Union to become bankrupt, 
and all the missionaries to return home, 
it would go on without our aid, as cer- 
tainly as the dawn increases to the per- 
fect day. 

The duty of giving a full support to 
their own teachers is fully recognized, 
and though it often requires much self- 
denial on the part of the assistants, in 
places where the people are few and 
poor, yet they are ready to admit that 
they ought to look for their support to 
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the churches. Still, we ought, in the 
present incipient state of things, to assist 
those who need help, as many do. One 
young man, who has a wife to support, 
told me that the wild Bghais, among 
whom he is located, could give him noth- 
ing but rice, for it is all they have for 
themselves. They wear scarcely any 
clothing, and are at constant warfare 
among themselves, and have to be con- 
stantly prepared for an attack from their 
neighbors. When they come to meeting 
on Sundays, they come armed to the 
teeth with swords, spears, and cross- 
bows; muskets they have none. By 
night they live in fear of tigers, and 
dwell in bamboo huts, raised from 
twelve to fifteen feet above the ground. 
To supply his necessities, this young 
man has repeatedly come down into the 
plains, and labored as a cooley. In such 
instances the missionary ought to be en- 
abled to step in with the necessary funds, 
and keep the man at his work. The 
subscriptions that are made by the 
churches themselves would meet all the 
demands from this source, were they not 
applied to other purposes. 


Bghai Christians and books, 


I must close. I cannot spend my 
time in writing this winter as I did last, 
but in work. Here come two as wild 
looking men from the eastern mountains 
as were ever seen in the American for- 
ests. But they come to worship the 
same Saviour that the Magi did, whose 
report, like them, they have heard in 
the East. We find it difficult to under- 
stand what they say, so different is their 
dialect from that spoken by the Bzhais 
of this region. But we have succeeded 
in discovering that they have built a 
zayat, and have come to entreat us to 
send them a teacher. They say they 
will furnish him with food, and clothing 
as good as they wear themselves; so I 
will go to work, and endeavor to find 
them a missionary, who will have to en- 
dure self-denial in earnest. 

The first, and by far the most import- 


ant work to be done here, is to break 
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up all these Sgau schools, and introduce 
the study of Bghai books. I have al- 
ready made a commencement, and with 
the blessing of God I hope to carry the 
work to its consummation. Since they 
have no printed books, I am going to 
introduce manuscripts into the schools, 
and have the people learn to read, as they 
did in Europe in the dark ages, before 
the discovery of printing. Perhaps we 
shall succeed in getting a few through the 
press for them in due time. The print- 
ing of the Pwo bible is vastly less import- 
ant than the printing of some portions 
of the Scriptures in Bghai. 


In a subsequent paragraph Dr. Mason ad- 
verts more particularly to the printing of the 
Pwo Scriptures, arrangements for which had 
been matter of consultation prior to his de- 
parture fur Burmah. Matthew's Gospel would 
be ready to put to press speedily. 


The Bghai Association. 


Feb. 7.—Like the prophet in his vis- 
ion, I feel overwhelmed with the scenes 
that are passing before my eyes. Three 
days ago the first meeting of the Bghai 
Association was held in this place. I 
was called to the chair, and as I looked 
from the crest of the hill on which it as- 
sembled, on two thousand of the wildest 
Karens the jungles can boast, I seemed 
to be seated in an assembly of all na- 
tions. There were men robed in silks 
in the Burmese costume; others with 
the blue pants and padded jackets which 
distinguish Shans ; and a few were but- 
toned up in the cast off red coats of 
English soldiers. Among the ladies, 
there was a sufficient variety of silk 
handkerchiefs, white cottons, and diver- 
sified calicoes, to supply a small retail dry 
goods store. But the larger number were 
in their native dresses. The Pakus were 
known by the horizontal stripes on their 
tunics. One Bghai tribe was easily rec- 
ognized by the tunic being marked 
with perpendicular red stripes, and the 
other by their short pants reaching half 
way down the thigh. Many of those 
from the distant mountains had their 
swords by their sides, and not a few 
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might be seen in the distant margin of 
the congregation, listening as they leaned 
on their spears. 

Forty-five stations were represented, 
each of which has its teacher, and all, 
with a few exceptions, are natives of 
Toungoo, raised up from among them- 
selves. At twenty-four of the statigns 
the foundations of churches have been 
laid, and there are many candidates for 
baptism at most of the stations. Three 
hundred and sixteen persons have been 
baptized during the year, making the 
present number of church members in 
good standing—among the Bghais alone 
—one thousand two hundred and six- 
teen. The aggregate of the pupils re- 
ported in school is six hundred and 
eighty-eight. 

In the Paku and Mauniepgha regions 
there are just fifty stations, as reported 
to me by Pwaipau, with a list of their 
names. Thus there are ninety-five 
schools, and as many school teachers and 
preachers to the extent of their knowl- 
edge, in Eastern Toungoo, all, with the 
exception of about ten, natives of the 
province, and converted within the last 
three years. 


Efficiency of the native ministry. 


This is the most remarkable feature 
of this most remarkable work. These 
young preachers exhibited, in the dis- 
cussion of questions brought before the 
Association, forensic talents which I have 
never seen equalled in the best educated 
of our native assistants, and which it 
would be diflicult to surpass in our 
schools at home. When I told Quala, on 
parting, to thrust into the work every 
promising young man instructed by him- 
self or his three associates, without wait- 
ing for them to take a regular course of 
education, I little thought to witness such 
glorious results. When the work was 
too great for one man, Shapau took the 
lead among the Bghais, providing teach- 
ers from among his own pupils for that 
tribe, and Pwaipau among the Pakus. 
Both are in fact bishops, and no bishops 
ever acted more judiciously, more up- 


rightly, or more successfully, than they 
have done during the last three years. 


Dr. Mason proceeds to remark on the pro- 
priety of bringing forward native laborers 
promptly to posts of trust and responsibility, 
in accordance with “ the well known princi- 
ples on which the mission was established.” 


Were the original plan of bringing 
forward the natives to places of respon- 
sibility followed out, we should soon have 
a band of missionaries raised up on the 
ground, to go to the regions beyond, 
with tenfold better qualifications for 
their mission than all the universities in 
America can give their students, and at 
little or no expense. Is it to be done ? 
or are the native preachers, whose la- 
bors God blesses beyond example in the 
history of missions, to be left in everlast- 
ing pupilage, and made nonentities in 
the eyes of their fellow countrymen ? 


Karen liberality. 


The raising up of such a body of 
assistants is unequalled in the history of 
missions; and scarcely less remarkable 
is the fact that all the congregations 
come forward and engage to support 
their teachers. Wherever I have been, 
I find the assistant better clothed and in 
a better house than any of his congrega- 
tion. One of the churches gave their 
teacher thirty rupees in money last year, 
and several others twenty. Add to this, 
they have paid into the mission about a 
thousand rupees for books, a larger sum 
than has ever been contributed for 
books, I imagine, from all the rest of the 
missions during the quarter of a century 
they have been in existence. Medicines, 
which were always given away, I believe, 
at the expense of the missions, till I 
commenced selling them to the Karens 
of Tavoy, meet with a ready market here 
at American retail prices, if the dealer 
has conscience to charge them. Proba- 
bly three or four hundred rupees will be 
taken within the year for Perry Davis's 
“Pain Killer” alone. Finally, they have 
contributed for the Home Mission Society 
a fraction over two hundred and eighty- 
one rupees,—which with the two hun- 
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dred and eighty-three contributed by the 
Paku and Mauniepgha churches, and 
the two hundred on hand, will be de- 
voted to Mr. Whitaker's school in town, 
after paying for the printing of the min- 
utes. The Bghai funds have not been 
yet made over, as I had the disposition 
of them placed in the hands of a commit- 
tee ; but the others Mr. Whitaker says 
he had the natives vote to him at the 
Paku Association, which I failed to 
reach. 

Peculiarities of the Bghai dialect. 

Next to preaching, the great necessity of 
the Bghais is books and schools. The first 
attempt at book making was a translation of 
a catechism by Shapan. A second attempt 
was made with the aidof a Sgau copyist, but 
the result appears to have been unsatisfuc- 
tory. 

There is vastly more difference be- 
tween Sgau and Bghai than between 
Sgau and Pwo, for which it has been 
necessary to provide two sets of books. 
The Bghai, moreover, approaches the 
Pwo much more nearly than it does the 
Sgau. In roots common to the three 
dialects, if the nasal be dropped from the 
Pwo, the precise Bghai form is left, but 
the Sgau then takes another vowel. 
Two or three examples will illustrate 
the matter : 


Pwo. Bahai. Sgau. 
lang ila lau 
thang tha  thau 
kang ka kau 
nang na nau 
khang kha khau foot. 
laung lau 16 surface. 
Occasionally the Sgans and Pwos ap- 
pear to have gone off with the Bghai 
word, and divided it between them ; as, 
pungtha klaputha kla 


There are, however, a great number 
of roots in Bghai of which there is not a 
vestige in the other dialects. 

The natives who have hitherto at- 
tempted to write the language are 
Sgaus, and have therefore written eve- 
rything with the Sgau characters, not 
distinguishing a g in the language, not 


to fall. 

to rise. 
country. 
feminine prefix. 


road. 
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found in the Pwo or Sgau, but which I 
discovered during my first residence in 
the country. They have confounded it 
with k; and a z they have written s. 
There is a peculiarity in the Shan dia- 
lect, of mixing several letters with dif- 
ferent inherent vowels. Thus, one ka is 
pronounced with a short a or u sound, 
and another with a short e, and these 
sounds affect the other vowels when 
united to the consonants. These sounds 
have not yet been distinguished, and I 
am now cogitating on ways and means 
to distinguish them without having to 
cut new punches. In the Tai or Shan 
family of languages, different consonants 
are always used. Thus, keau is one 
consonant, and kau another. Then, to 
determine the inflection which is used in 
pronouncing a word, requires a critical 
ear, and great familiarity with syllabic 
languages, when, as in Bghai, we have 
not a single native sufficiently instructed 
in the matter to afford any valuable as- 
sistance. Ican find no man that does 
not write the same word two or three 
diffrent ways, and none who can deter- 
mine which is the correct one. Time 
and patience will, however, accomplish 
the matter. I am steadily at work on 
the language from early dawn to late at 
night, with the natives around me. On 
the whole it is the easiest of the Karen 
dialects, and persons versed in Pwo and 
Sgau can find little difficulty in acquir- 
ing the speaking part in a very short 
time. When a few books have been 
printed in it, and the spelling of words 
distinctly settled, it will become as easy 
a matter (o write it. I doubt the neces- 
sity for printing the whole of the Serip- 
tures in this dialect, but that will be a 
matter for future consideration. 


In closing this letter, Dr. Mason adverts to 
the administration of ordinances and the dis- 
cipliue of churches in the mission. He speaks 
of the chief of one village, who appeared full 
of zeal for baptism for himself and his people, 
but religion had no place in his thoughts. 
“ With people in such a state the utmost cau- 
tion should be observed in administering the 
ordinance, and a scarcity of administrators is 
an advantage.” In view of the danger of 
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premature baptisms, Mr. Whitaker has in 
some instances declined baptizing. The cau- 
tiousness of Sau Quala has been marked from 
the beginning. The people are still steeped 
in ignorance, and “the only ground of hope 
for the stability of the churches,” says Dr. 
M., “lies in getting them, some way or other, 
instructed. This can be done only by first 
instructing the native teachers. And here 
again is another difficulty,—we cannot spare 
these from their parishes. The most we can 
do is to take them to the city (Toungoo) for a 
short period.” 


BASSEIN MISSION. 
ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1856. 


This report of the mission, prepared by Mr. 
Van Meter, was received too late to be embod- 
ied in the annual report of the Board. (See 
p. 247.) A few slight discrepancies, which 
will be readily noted, are owing to the com- 
pleteness of the present report, or to its cover- 
ing a later period. 

The churches.—Qualifications for 
admission. 


Bassein, March 10, 1857.—The annu- 
al report of this mission for 1856 con- 
tains evidences of real progress, and 
must afford no little joy and encourage- 
ment to all who are interested in the 
welfare of this people. 

The number of baptisms is less than 
for the preceding year; but we were, in 
a measure, prepared for this apparent 
falling off, and do not regard it as alto- 
gether an unfavorable symptom. For, 
in regard to the reception of candidates 
for baptism, we have for some time past 
been impressed with the conviction that 
the standard should be raised, and more 
caution exercised in baptizing the very 
young and the very recent convert. We 
think there is danger to be apprehended 
here, and that not a few are depending 
more on the fact of their baptism, than 
on faith in Christ and the new birth in 
him. We have advised the churches, 
and especially the ordained men, to be 
more careful. And, at a general gather- 
ing of the Pwos which we attended a 
few days since, we received but six from 
among more than twice the number of ap- 
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plicants. Many were disappointed ; but 
we told them that, after a careful examina- 
tion, we dared not at this time receive 
more ; and that, were it but their want of 
knowledge of the fundamental truths of 
the gospel, we thought, for the credit of 
the church and the Christian name, they 
ought to be in a measure prepared to 
“ give a reason fur the hope that is in 
them.” Formerly this could hardly be 
expected; but now books and schools 
are multiplied, and there is not the ex- 
cuse for ignorance of many things, for 
either preacher or people, that there 
once was. 

One new church is reported, which 
now numbers eighteen members, with a 
congregation of between forty and fifty. 
It is composed of both Pwos and Sgaus, 
and has for its pastor, Quee-B zh, one of 
our most active and worthy young men. 
He studied for several years in our mis- 
sion school, and has since been engaged 
as a teacher and in missionary labor. 

We could wish the churches had been 
more earnest and active in carrying the 
gospel to their heathen neighbors; but 
while the funds and disposition have not 
seemed to be wanting, the men to do this 
work have been far too few. We hope 
the day is not distant, when many of 
the members of these churches, as well 
as all the pastors, will feel a deep indi- 
vidual responsibility in this matter, and 
when it will not be regarded as entirely 
the work of the paid missionary. 


The late churches in Arracan— 
Spiritualism. 


The several Karen churches, formerly 
in and near Arracan, have mostly se- 
lected places on this side the mountains, 
among their brethren in Burmah, al- 
though a number of families still remain 
behind. One of these churches has been 
severely tried through the apostasy of 
their pastor. 

All traces of the tendency towards 
spiritualism, have disappeared. The 
prompt and decided measures taken with 
the first offenders, seem to have had the 
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desired effect.* It was not found neces- 
sary to cut off any others; and even 
those have long since begged to be re- 
stored. But we believe the church has 
not yet granted their request. 


The native preachers. 


There has been no increase in the 
number of preachers during the year, if 
we except those who have just returned 
fron Dr. Wade’s theological school at 
Maulmain. Several of these are now 
out as missionaries, having been appoint- 
ed at the annual meeting. Some of them 
will probably be included among the 
preachers in our next report ; but most 
of them, we hope, will return to Maul- 
main. Our whole number is less by 
four than in the report of last year. Of 
these, one, an excellent and faithful 
pastor, has died. Two have gone to 
labor in other fields, one to Henthada, 
and the other to Rangoon. One has 
been deposed, Sah-Gay by name. He 
had not attended any of the general 
gatherings in Bassein, and, as might be 
expected, had become alienated from his 
brethren, fallen into sin, and finally made 
shipwreck of the faith of Jesus. He was 
deposed at the annual meeting in Janu- 
ary last. This is a most afllictive event, 
but at the same time gives occasion 
for gratitude that such things have been 
almost unknown in the history of this 
mission. There has been no other in- 
stance of the kind, I think, since we 
came to the field. The present number 
of pastors and preachers is 59. 


Home Missionary Society. 


While the contributions of this society 
have largely increased, but little can be 
reported as the direct result of mission- 
ary labor. Most of our young men 
being engaged either in teaching or 
studying, but few are left who have time 
for missionary labor except the pastors. 


‘Some sixteen of these volunteered to 


go out during the last quarter; only 
twelve of them, however, were able to 
fulfil their engagement. About twenty, 


* See last vol. p. 871, Sept. 1856. 
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in all, have been out during the year. 
They visited a large number of villages, 
were well received, attentively listened 
to, and, in some places, urged to return. 
The number of those who joyfully and 
heartily received the word is small. Yet 
we trust seed has been sown, from which 
abundant fruits may hereafter be gath- 
ered. 

Some ten missionaries were appointed 
at the annual meeting, mostly of students 
from Maulmain. Several of this number 
were appointed to labor among the Pwos 
east and south of Bassein; but the late 
insurrection has been a serious bindrance 
tothem. Six of them were brought in 
as prisoners only a few weeks since, un- 
der suspicion that they were emissaries 
of the rebels. And the Burman official 
even went so far in one of the villages, 
as to order all who had listened to or 
received them, to be severely beaten. 
No violence was offered to the mission- 
aries, and they were released almost as 
soon as they reached Bassein. We are 
most happy to add that Major Fytche, our 
Deputy Commissioner, administered a 
prompt and severe rebuke in open court 
to the headman who had seized them 
and beaten the people. The Karens 
will therefore know now that the gov- 
ernment has no sympathy with any such 
abuse of authority, and that there is not 
the least objection or hindrance on the 
part of their rulers, to their becoming 
Christians. Yet, strange as it may ap- 
pear, there are many, even at this day, 
whose common excuse is, that “ they 
dare not become Christians for fear of 
the Burmans;” and the most absurd 
reports and palpable falsehoods are so 
far credited by many, that they dare 
hardly allow a “white book man” to 
enter their houses. 

In two places, decided impressions 
seem to have been made,—one in the 
extreme north of the district, among the 
Sgaus; and the other to the east, among 
the Pwos. In both places worshippers 
are now found, the probable germs of 
future churches. Two old men from the 
former place were present at the annual 
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meeting, and seemed deeply interested 
in the proceedings. They both declared, 
for themselves and village, their full 
adoption of the Christian customs, and a 
determination to abide in them. Their 
minds seemed fully settled on this point. 


Schools. 


The schools have been well sustained. 
The whole number of scholars is less than 
it was in 1855; we think there has been 
an improvement, however, in the char- 
acter of the schools, and in the kind of 
instruction given. The diminution of 
numbers may be accounted for, in a 
measure, from the fact, that many, who 
were in the schools the previous year, 
expected to be released from paying 
their taxes; but not being exempted, 
they said they could not continue in 
school. The serious hindrances occa- 
sioned us in this department, as well as 
in all our other operations, by the fire, 
and sickness in our family, and especially 
the loss of all our school books, will be 
apparent on a moment's consideration. 
Even in our mission school, as many as 
two or three had to use the same book in 
more than one class. 

Oar Bassein school was of a most in- 
teresting and encouraging character. 
Thirty-nine were in attendance, of whom 
twelve were pastors of churches. The 
second session of this school began in 
November, but it continued for only one 
month. Most of the preachers whom 
we had expected, and for whose ben- 
efit it was especially designed, had gone 
out as missionaries; and of the eighteen 
or twenty young men who were present, 
nearly all were anxious to go out as sur- 
veyors. These had to leave at the be- 
ginning of December. Arrangements 
had been made for a four-months’ session, 
and we had an assistant teacher en- 
gaged and on the spot; but it was 
thought best, on the whole, not to con- 
tinue the school. Our chief dependence 
for the present must be on what can be 
done in the rainy season. We hope the 
coming rains to make an early begin- 
ning, and to have a good number of the 
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preachers and young men and women 
of promise with us most of the rains. 

The two academies continue to pros- 
per. The one at Ko-Soo reports ninety- 
three scholars; that at Nau-pay-eh sixty- 
five. Two of the younger preachers 
attended the latter school. A third acad- 
emy is now reported, established at 
Pe-nang-theng. It had eighty students. 
The most encouraging feature in this 
latter school is, that all the expense for 
the extra teacher, and aid to scholars 
from other villages, was entirely borne 
by the Pe-nang-theng church. The 
other two academies received each fifty 
rupees from the funds of the Home 
Mission Society, and six rupees per 
month extra for the principal, which I 
had pledged them at the beginning of 
the session. 

The returns of the mission give the 
following results for the entire year : 


Baptisms, 270; new worshippers, 45; com- 
municants, 5250; churches, 51; preachers, 
(ordained, 8,) 59; schools, including Bassein, 
38: scholars, 882. 


Contributions. 


The following is a complete view of 
the contributions for 1856. Some of the 
items have been noticed, at least in part, 
in connection with the statistics of 1855, 
which were necessarily delayed until 
late in the following year. A few others 
have been slightly changed in conse- 
quence of the more complete informa- 
tion received from the letters of the 
churches, &c., at the annual meeting. 


For Home Mission Society, _rs. 849. 15. 10 
“ support of pastors, 
rs. 1292. 15. 6; 4126 baskets 
paddy, rs.1650,- - - - 2942.15. 6 
schools, teachers’ wages, 
boarding scholars, &c. 
new chapels, 
the poor, and aid to needy 
preachers, rs. 110. 1; pad- 
dy, 207 baskets, rs. 82.8, 192. 9. 


rs.6118. 7. 4 
mission families, and for 
buildings in Bassein,*- - 741. 11. 9 


* On account of the fire. 


(August, 


“ Am. Bap. Miss. Union, 
towards its debt,- - - - 125. 
“ Bassein school, in cash and 


TAVOY MISSION. 
JOURNAL OF MR. CROSS. 
Continued from p. 171. 


Tavoy Association—Self-support. 


Mr. Cross left Tavoy on the 12th of January, 
to attend the meeting of the Association to be 
held at Patsauoo on the 16th, and to visit the 
southern churches. 


Jan. 15.—Arrived at Patsauoo early 
this morning, and found that the church 
had built a new chapel, and had fitted 
up their old one, now somewhat dilapi- 
dated, for the use of the Association.— 
The Pyeekhya church had contributed 
considerable labor towards fitting up the 
chapel for this purpose. The assistants 
from the district were nearly all assem- 
bled and waiting my arrival. Spent the 
day in miscellaneous business with 
them. 

16.—The Association met at half-past 
9, A. M., and was called to order by 
choosing E. B. Cross chairman, Sau 
Khyobpau and Sau Quine secretaries, and 
as a committee for the introduction of bus- 
iness Rev. Kaulapau, Rev. Pgaipo and 
Rev. Thoumoo, teacher Throprwu and 
chief Pgaipaw. Introductory sermon by 
Rev. Thoumoo from 1 John 5: 1, 2.— 
Subject, the conjunction of love and faith 
in the new birth. 

Letters and reports were received 
from twenty-one or twenty-two churches. 
Not much progress has been made dur- 
ing the past year; yet there are some 
things encouraging, both in the churches 
and among the heathen around them.— 
A number of conversions have taken 


* rs.50 were also paid for books in 1855, 
making a total, from the first, for books, 
rs. 597. 
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place, and a somewhat more favorable 
state of feeling seems on the whole to 
exist. 

All these churches, with the aid of the 
Tavoy Missionary Society, will be self- 
supporting this year. The settled pas- 
tors and teachers will be supported, and 
a considerable surplus will be applied for 
travelling preachers among the heathen. 
I have, however, made use of the price 
of medicines sold by the teachers to aid 
in their support. This alone will be 
credited to the Missionary Union as aid 
to these churches the present year, and 
we trust this will be the case in future. 
A normal school can be supported in 
town during the coming rains, through 
a grant from government. There is good 
reason to hope that no more will be 
needed from the Missionary Union to 
support this school, except the use and 
the repair of the buildings already erect- 
ed. This last point, however, is as yet 
somewhat uncertain. 


Resolutions. 


The following resolutions, unanimously 
passed at the meeting of the Association, 
will give some idea of what the people 
are willing and resolved to do, as far as 
they are able. 

1. “ We the members of the churches 
find that we have failed to fulfil all the 
resolutions which we have formerly 
passed at these meetings; Resolved, 
therefore, that we will not forget them, 
but hereafter endeavor to remember 
and fulfil them, or submit ourselves to 
the discipline and admonition of the 
churches. 

2. “ Resolved, That hereafter we will 
aid as much as possible our white foreign 
teacher to hire coolies and to defray his 
travelling expenses, while visiting the 
churches and on his other missionary 
tours. 

3. “ Resolved, That hereafter we will 
furnish paddy for the use of our children 
in school in the city, as far as possible. 

4. “ Resolved, That hereafter we will 
unitedly join with our pastor or teacher 
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from bringing arrack and strong drink 
into our villages for sale, and to induce 
them not to sell to any one amongst us. 
5. “ Resolved, That if we find our 
children obstinately disposed to drink 
arrack or other strong drink, we will, 
when our own efforts fail, apply for the 
aid of our brethren and the elders of the 
church ; and, if our children still will not 
hear, but persist in this evil practice, we 
will hand them over for reproof and in- 
struction to the governor of the prov- 
vince.” 

I should remark that none of the above 
resolutions were in the least prompted or 
suggested by me. 

6. “Resolved, That we will hereafter 
dismiss any of our sons to go with our 
teacher on his preaching tours amongst 
the heathen wherever he may call them, 
and will not refuse unless in case of ne- 
cessity.” 

This was also a matter of their own 
prompting. 

7, “Resolved, That we will exhort our 
children to go to the city to avail them- 
selves of the means of instruction and 
education there furnished, and as parents 
we will send them to the school in the 
city for this purpose. 

8. “ Resolred, That we will strive as 
much as in us is, to exhort the heathen 
and pray for them, that they also may 
believe and become the disciples of 
Christ. 

9. “Resolved, That, if we know of any 
one of our brethren becoming weak in 
the faith, we will endeavor to go to him 
at once, and in love by exhortation and 
prayer endeavor to help his faith and 
his strength in Christ. 

10. “Resolved, That during the present 
year we will remember the next meeting 
of our Association, and endeavor to pray 
that the blessing of the Lord may attend 
the meeting ; and we ourselves will en- 
deavor to attend the meeting, that we 
may enjoy together the communion and 
the fellowship of the brethren.” 

The speeches made on all these sub- 
jects were short, but in point. 


in endeavoring to prevent the Burmese 


After the business of the meeting was 
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completed, seventeen rupees and ten 
annas were subscribed for the printing 
of the minutes, or for the Karen Alma- 
nac for next year. 

The next meeting of the Association 
was appointed to be held at Mata. 


Ordination of a Karen pastor. 


The meeting of the Association was 
followed by the examination and ordina- 
tion of Sau Kautoo, as pastor of the 
church at Patsauoo. He is an industri- 
ous man, and we trust much good will 
result from his ordination. 


From Patsauoo Mr. Cross proceeded to visit 
the churches at the extreme south, having ar- 
ranged with Shaumoo and Doo, ordained 
pastors, the first of Mata, and the second of 
Pyeekhya, to meet him at Kawote. In the 
course of this visitation, preaching expedi- 
tions were planned for the remainder of the 
dry season in that region, and an additional 
evangelist was appointed. “For this pur- 
pose,” says Mr. Cross, “nearly all the 
churches contributed. They gave a consid- 
erable sum besides, towards paying my trav- 
elling expenses, in accordance with their res- 
olution, so that I hope to make no charge to 
the Union on that account. Karens also 
principally rowed my boat.” 

Of the condition of the churches at the 
south but few details are given by Mr. Cross. 
The church at Kawote was found in an un- 
happy state, owing to the unfaithfulness of 
theirteacher. Also the church at Pyeekhya, 
the pastor of which had taken sides in a quar- 
rel, and been guilty of palpable partiality.— 
All parties,however, confessed to one another 
their wrongs, and professedly forgave one 
another, engaging to lay all their differences 
aside. He returned to Tavoy, Feb. 5, with 
“a boat-load of paddy, freely given by the 
people, for the schcol during the rains.” 

Afters week’s interval Mr. Cross set out on 
ashort expedition into the country east of 
Tavoy. He writes from Tavoy under date of 
Feb. 20. 


I spent last Sabbath with a little 
church in that quarter, who seem to be 
doing well under the watch-care of their 
native preacher. He is apparently a 
faithful and laborious young man. In 
addition to their previous donations for 
his support, they now contributed enough 
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among the heathen still further to the 
east and south. 


Mr. Cross proceeds to give the following 
brief entries of incidents during this tour. 


Stir among the heathen—Ability of 
a native deacon. 


I have never been more encouraged 
than I am now, by the stir among 
the heathen, and the new spirit which 
seems to be awakened among them. I 
trust it will not be long before better days 
will come for us in this region. 

The deacon of the little church, with 
their preacher, accompanied me on this 
tour, and surprised me by the power of 
his arguments to convince the ungodly 
of their sins and to rout them from their 
strong-holds of superstition and error.— 
On one occasion a man who seemed to 
be much interested, and who lingered 
after the sermon in the evening to con- 
verse, presented one of their constant 
objections against the goodness and gov- 
ernment of God, that he allowed men to 
sin, and had not so created them that 
they could not fall into evil. He said, 
“ Why did God create man with this 
liberty or possibility within him?” The 
old man replied, “ Ask me why God 
created fire, and your difficulty will be 
settled. Without this substance, with 
all its qualities, who could be happy ?— 
Who could live? Who could eat or 
breathe ? See the coldness and death 
that would instantly take the place of 
the life and warmth which now cheer 
the world. But over what are we 
obliged to maintain a stricter watch ? You 
never leave your house without first or- 
dering your children to be careful about 
fire; and when it rages, there is nothing 
so full of the power to inflict injury.— 
What was evidently created for the 
greatest good, becomes instantly the 
source of the greatest evil, when it trans- 
cends its limits and is wrongly applied. 
Your liberty was created for good.— 
Without it death takes the place of life, 
and coldness the place of warmth. But 
when. your liberty is abused and mis- 


to pay, my expenses on a week’s tour 


applied, like the breaking out of fire, it 
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riots in evil. But to check this evil all 
liberty must not be destroyed, any more 
than to save your house all fire must be 
extinguished from the earth. It must be 
put out only in the extreme, where it 
destroys. It is not to destroy fire, but 
to save a burning house, that efforts are 
made. Because of the nature of fire, 
many houses will needs be burned; yet 
without it, no man would exist. So be- 
cause of liberty, many souls will be ru- 
ined; but without it none would exist. 
Consider this illustration, and you need 
have no more difficulty about the ques- 
tion.—why God has made men capable 
of sin.” Such was the old man’s argu- 
ment. It is worthy to be uttered by a 
phi'osopher of other pretensions than a 
simple Karen, whose only book has been 
his bible. 

This man was one of the first of the 
Karens who heard the gospel in this 
province from Mr. Boardman. His lan- 
guage often is—‘“ None ever was or 
could be more wicked than I have been. 
There is no oath which I have not ut- 
tered, none of the nats which I have not 
worshipped. With all this I was a drunk- 
ard. But when the teacher asked me, 
will you repent and believe ? 1 immedi- 
ately said, * Teacher, yes.’ I felt that 
there was no other way to be saved from 
my sins. And I did not wait to break 
off from them by my own strength; but 
I cast myself upon Christ ; and he has 
saved me. I am now happy. I do not 
fear death. I say, ‘Let death come 
when God shall send it’” Such a mind 
as this, and such faith, exist in a body 
covered with rags, and of so inferior per- 
sonal appearance that the man would be 
taken by a stranger to be even below the 
majority of his degraded and filthy race. 
Yet the depth and originality of his ideas 
in regard to the gospel seem almost to bor- 
der upon inspiration. His religion is 
not merely for the Sabbath. He says, 
“TI can do nothing without prayer.— 
When I go to my field, before I begin 
my work I stop and lift up my heart to 
God, and say, ‘ O God, drive all evil 
from this place. Let no lurking beast 


Tavoy Mission. — Journal of Mr. Cross. 


299 


of prey or evil temptation come nigh me 
while I am at work, and let the work of 
my hands be blessed. Let the field 
which I am now to cut for my rice, be 
fruitful.” When I have thus prayed, I 
feel happy and cheerful to begin my 
work, and believe that God will defend 
me and bless me.” 

Let our brethren in America remem- 
ber that this is the piety and the faith 
which are now spreading through these 
Karen jungles. And it is the piety and 
the faith which will soon cause the wil- 
derness to blossom as the rose. Ought 
not we to be filled with the same piety 
and the same faith, seeing that God is 
the only source of success in our employ- 
ment ? 

I found many interesting cases in 
these heathen villages. They have en- 
gaged to build two new chapels; also to 
support school teachers during the rains. 


Villages on Tavoy river—Church at 
Shatabin. 


On the 23d of February Mr. Cross again 
left Tavoy to visit the churches on the Ta- 
voy river. 


Feb. 24.—Reached Shatabin, the 
lower village, in the afternoon. As the 
men were absent, cutting their fields 
for the next rice-crop, I determined to 
proveed at once to the upper villages, and 
spend a Sabbath at this place on my re- 
turn. The church, as a whole, seems 
to have done well during the year; but 
there are complaints that they buy ar- 
rack of the Burmans. When the teacher 
converses with them individually, they 
assure him that they neither buy nor 
drink arrack. A new spirit of enter- 
prise has been awakened in some of the 
members of this church. They are ta- 
king advantage of their facilities of get- 
ting timber to the market in town, and 
thus are making money. They have 
more than doubled their contribution 
over the last year. 


Effect of affliction. 


After spending one night at the inter- 
mediate hamlet, Clothai, which now con- 
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sists of two houses,I arrived at Nyandoolay 
on Friday at noon. The principal man 
of Clothai was once a sort of wizard 

doctor, and every body stood in great 
dread of him. None liked to live in the 
same village with him ; hence, one of the 
reasons why his village has been broken 
up. He was baptized at Mata some 
twenty years ago, and has always been a 
very fair man in the presence of the 
teachers, but of very doubtful deport- 
ment behind them. About the begin- 
ning of the present dry season, his wife, 
the companion of his youth, died sud- 
denly, and the old man became desper- 
ate. He denied God, and went to all 
lengths in his rebellion. “ He never 
would have become a Christian if he had 
known how things would turn out. He 
never would have become a Christian if 
he had not been deceived or forced into 
it, and now his only wish was to die; 
there was only one thing which kept him 
from immediately putting an end to his 
own life,—he was afraid he should not 
rejoin his wife.” During this state of 
excitement he visited Mata, and spent a 
number of weeks with his children, who 
reside there. When he wished to re- 
turn to his home, he came on the Sab- 
bath, as if he would defy God. But 
when he approached his home, he 
learned that his house, which he had 
built at much expense, had just been 
burned to ashes, and he was without a 
home. This seemed to bring him to re- 
flection. He felt that it was a judgment 
from God, and he was filled with repent- 
ance. When I approached his village 
he met me in the path, and at once be- 
gan to confess what he had done since 
the death of his wife. He flew in all di- 
rections to call the people from their work 
in different places, to hear preaching in 
the evening; and when I spoke of the 
design of God in chastening “ every son 
whom he receiveth,” and of the fact that 
if God intended to save him as a son his 
chastisement would be repeated until he 
was subdued and had brought forth the 
peaceable fruits of righteousness, the old 
man wept. He saw his condition, re- 
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called the strokes he had received, and 
smiled through his sorrow to see that 
they might be tokens of love,—even 
greater tokens of love than an utter 
overlooking ‘of his sins on the part of 
God, anda smooth and prosperous path, 
devoid of chastisement, * of which all are 
partakers.” 


A self-supporting church—Visitors 
from heathen villages, 


The church at Nyandoolay has again 
subdivided. The young man who was 
their teacher last year and for many 
years past, has been chosen goungyoke, 
or magistrate, for all this part of the 
province of Tavoy ; and has undertaken 
to establish a new village nearer the 
sea-coast, beyond a range of low mount- 
ains from this place. The little church 
have supported their pastor Kaulapau, 
formerly of Mata, and paid three or four 
rupees towards my travelling expenses, 
besides twenty rupees to aid a young 
man, formerly a member of this church, 
to go to Henthada as a missionary. 

Here I met with a man from Lamay, 
a town north of Ye, who gave me an in- 
vitation to visit his place next year.— 
He said that he believed the gospel, but 
that he had many relations whom he 
wished to come forward at the same time 
with himself, and he wanted to wait on 
that account. Only a few years ago he 
was a most bigoted idolater, and it is ev- 
ident that a great change has taken 
place in his feelings. 

On Monday I accompanied the goung- 
yoke and nearly all the village of Ny- 
andoolay over the mountains to the new 
village. It is called Aindradsa, or “ the 
eating of the hundred houses.” It is in 
the midst of a vast plain, or territory, 
once cultivated, as the name indicates 
the site of a village or city of one hun- 
dred houses, ruled by one man. Here I 
sent to a heathen village, one day’s jour- 
ney further to the north, to notify the 
people of my coming, and to invite them 
to hear. A number came. One man 
was baptized and, we hope, may become 


alight to his village. He was known 
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to the church, and is an interesting 
case. 

On arriving at Shatabin the following Friday 
on hisretarn, Mr. Cross received a message that 
hiseldest son had fallen from a tree, and there 
was little hope that he would live. He ac- 
cordingly hastened home without spending 
the Sabbath with the church as he had in- 
tended. He found his son in a very critical 
state from congestion of the brain; but at the 
latest dates, it was hoped, he was out of 


danger. 


ASSAM MISSION. 


LETTER FROM MR. BRONSON. 


“The harvest truly is plenteous.”’ 


Nowgong, Feb. 5, 1857.—The whole 
of Assam is open to the missionary of 
the cross; the people every where seem 
to be ready to listen to his message. We 
want a hundred fold increase of laborers 
to follow up the work commenced, until 
a break is effected in the enemies’ ranks. 
But alas! it is difficult to keep the 
ground we had taken, from the fewness 
’ of our number and the scantiness of our 
means! I have just come in from my 
preaching excursions, having expended 
all the funds that I am authorized to ex- 
pect for this department, and it is a sad, 
sad trial to do so. As soon as the cold 
weather set in (about the middle of No- 
vember,) I took up my quarters in the 
villages on the Mori Kullung, and have 
since visited most of the villages above 
and below the station of Nowgong, lying 
on and near the Kullung river. 


Mr. Bronson made an excursion also, du- 
ring the same season, among the Mikirs, in 
company with Mr. Ward. See Mr. W.’s 
journal, page 302. 

During my toursamong the Assamese 
villages, I have felt that Assam is fully 
as encouraging and important a field as 
any now occupied by the Missionary 
Union. ‘True, the people are not wait- 
ing for the white man from over the 
western waters to come and teach them 
God's law, as are the Karens ; true, they 
have an ancestral religion and a vene- 
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the first kindlings of truth in the minds 
of the people if they can; but they are 
ready to hear and discuss, and multi- 
tudes are beginning to feel wholly dis- 
satisfied with their priests; to confess 
that their shasters abound in errors, and 
that they cannot reconcile them with the 
true character of God. I have found in 
several places this season persons who 
have broken off entirely from connection 
with their gurus and defied their power. 
I find that previous tours have not been 
lost upon them. 

The truths made known by tracts dis- 
tributed and preaching and conversation, 
have obtained lodgement in many hearts. 
Particularly was my attention called to 
the labors of our lamented br. Daiible. 
His earnest, faithful labors still are ex- 
erting an influence for good ; who knows 
but that his sainted spirit is permitted 
even now to rejoice over some who, amid 
much darkness, learned from his lips to 
take Jesus for their Saviour and have 
reached heaven's glorious abode ? 


Village preaching. 


I have just returned from a visit of 
nine days to the villages about a day’s 
journey above the station, lying on the 
Kullung. Mrs. Bronson took the school 
and station duties, and I took my daugh- 
ter, who was anxious to see more of the 
Assamese women and converse with 
them about the way of salvation. Two 
tents were pitched on the bank of the 
river a little distance from each other, in 
one of which I received the men, and in 
the other my daughter received the 
women. I left my tent for the purpose 
of visiting the people at their houses only 
three or four times. After the second 
day we had constant visitors from early 
dawn till sundown, and the longer we re- 
mained the larger was the number, and 
the more earnest seemed to be the desire 
to know what religion we brought. It 
was interesting to us to have the same 
persons day after day come to listen and 
inquire how they could be saved, although 
some said that they were greatly re- 


rated priesthood, ever ready to quench 


viled in the villages for doing so; but 
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said they, “ Stay with us as long as you 
can. We wish you would always re- 
main ; for when we hear these words our 
minds are made light and happy. We 
know that our gohains (priests) do not 
teach us the right way. We know that 
they do many wicked things and cannot 
save themselves, and how can they save 
us?” Around the women’s tent hun- 
dreds came and went,—the same with the 
men’s tent. Some were so proud, and 
holy, and superior, that they would not 
deign to enter the tents, or to be seated 
near the common people. Still they 
stood and listened, as one error after 
another was exposed, and the way of sal- 
vation was made known — often opposing 
at first, but settling down, after a little, 
to a quiet attention to the word, and ask- 
ing as they left for some book to read 
over by themselves what they had heard. 

Both our native assistants, Ghinai and 
Adhiram, have been sick this season, so 
that they have accompanied me very lit- 
tle. On this oceasion I took younger 
members of the school, who have done 
very well indeed. The lad named John 
Dowling, supported in school by friends 
in Philadelphia, has been my right-hand 
helper, and gives great promise of use- 
fulness. I wish the Philadelphia friends 
would now support him as a colporteur. 
One of the Christian women, Mary Ann 
Sheldon, recently married, was most 
useful also in addressing the women, who 
could not get into the tent to hear much 
that was being said. In my opinion this 
is the best way to perform mission-work 
in Assam, and the seed thus sown cannot 


be in vain,—as says the poet,— 


“Thou canst not toil in vain; 
Cold, heat, and moist, and dry, 
Shall foster and mature the grain 

For garners in the sky.” 


** But the laborers are few.” 


AsIsaw the crowds of perishing immor- 
tal beings coming around from all quar- 
ters, and listening day after day with deep 
apparent interest, how I felt the losses 
this field has sustained in the removal of 
valued fellow-laborers! How I longed 
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to be in a hundred different places at 
once! How I longed for strength to ery 
day and night, “Ho every one that 
thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he 
that hath no money, come”! How sad 
I felt that instead of this I must retire 
from these villages for a season, for want 
of funds to pay the necessary expenses 
of staying out! How sad I telt that the 
last letter from the Rooms gave us no 
hope of tellow-laborers being sent for a 
whole year to come ! 

Must this state of things continue, 
when the whole country is open to us, 
and the word of God, faithfully and per- 
severingly preached, cannot fail to break 
these flinty hearts in pieces ? 

I try patiently to pursue the work for 
which I have left all; but it is at times 
awfully depressing and heart-crushing, 
to labor under such circumstances. I 
look around ; — all my old associates are 
gone ; Istand alone. And now another 
heavy blow has fallen, in the sudden de- 
parture of our dear br. and sister Ward, 
who are peremptorily ordered off to sea 
without delay, as the only hope of ar- 
resting fatal disease and untimely death. 
We are now left with one single man for 
each station. Any further failures will 
involve the sad work of breaking up the 
stations. Though cast down, we are not 
destroyed; our hope is in God, that 
through the instrumentality of the churches, 
He will still enable us to hold our ground. 
Through the churches that have sent us 
forth, “ Jacob will arise,” though now so 
small. I will not, I need not, say an- 
other word of our urgent necessity to the 
Executive Committee. I know that our 
cause lies on their hearts, and they are 
more than ready to devise liberal things 
for us, as soon as they possibly can.— 
Brethren; pray for us. 


JOURNAL OF MR. WARD. 


The Mikirs, one of the Hill tribes of Assam, 
have been repeatedly noticed on our pages as 
holding out peculiar opportunity and encour- 
agement to evangelical labor. (See p. 66, 
vol. 85; also letters of Mr. Brown.) A body 
of them reside on the Mikir Hills, about ten 
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miles eastward from Nowgong. The tour 
narrated below was made by Messrs. Bronson 
and Ward in company, in the earlier part of 
the last dry season, a short time before Mr. 
Ward was compelled, by the health of his 
family, to hasten preparations for their return 
to this country. [An. Rep. p. 255, of this vol.] 
Referring to this tour, Mr. Bronson writes, 
Feb. 6: “I have taken a most interesting ex- 
cursion, accompanied by br. Ward, over a 
section of the Mikir Hills, where no mission- 
ary, and probably no European, has ever 
been. You will probably receive from br. 
Ward the details of this tour, which I can 
truly say was among the most interesting 
of my whole missionary life. This simple- 
hearted people seemed ready to welcome us 
everywhere, and listened eagerly to all we 
had to say. Their extreme ignorance of re- 
ligious things, and the inxbility of many of 
their number to understand religious conver- 
sation, have led me to devote some effort to 
preparing an elerhentary catechism in Mikir, 
giving them, as simply as possible, the out- 
lines of Christianity in their own tongue. 
This has gratified them exceedingly. They 
seldom come down to the station without 
calling at the bungalow, and thus we have 
constant opportunities to make them ac- 
quainted with the truths of the gospel. The 
Mikirs have always been very adverse to 
learning to read or write ; but I could easily 
gather in a company of fine young men to 
teach during the rains, who would go back 
and communicate the truth to their country- 
men, had J the funds. Some five or six have 
already applied to me, to be allowed to come 
and study with me during the rains.” 


Tour among the Mikirs. 


We regarded this trip as one of new 
and peculiar interest to us, who were ac- 
customed only to the dead level of the 
plain, and the deader level of its universal 
and unbroken Hinduism. 

We entered the mountain nearly at 
the back side, having made a circuit 
round a point of its western projec- 
tion. Here at the foot of the mount- 
ain we found the village of the Mikir 
chief, who is head over about twelve 
hundred families. We remained at his 
village only about two days, as the chief 
had been summoned to attend at court 
in Nowgong, and could not prudently 
delay longer. 

At first sight of this village we were 
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conscious of a feeling of disappointment, 
as there were only about ten or twelve 
houses. But we found that the number 
of houses was no criterion by which to 
judge of the number of the inhabitants. 
Each house, as we soon learned, con- 
tained from three to five families. On 
expressing my surprise that so many 
herded together, instead of each family 
living in a separate house, I was in- 
formed that it was to save paying heavy 
taxes,—the tax of the hill people being 
levied in proportion to the number of 
houses, and not, as in the plain, accord- 
ing to the amount of land cultivated. 

Their houses are all raised six or 
eight feet from the ground, on a great 
number of small posts, well braced, and 
displaying a far greater amount of skill 
in building than those of the plain, which, 
like their inbabitants, are always squat 
upon the ground. Each house has an 
open space or verandah at one end, un- 
covered wholly or in part, and surround- 
ed with a railing. These swarmed with 
women and children, who gazed at us 
with intense excitement and curiosity as 
we entered the village. The appear- 
ance of their females is less prepossessing 
than that of the Hindu females gener- 
ally ; and though their dress may indi- 
cate, in many instances, less of careful- 
ness and propriety, their conduct and 
morals, I was assured, would not suffer 
in the comparison. | In hard labor they 
take nearly an even burden with the 
men. I saw them chopping and carry- 
ing large burdens of wood from the jun- 
gles, and performing other labor requir- 
ing great physical strength and endur- 
ance. 


Interest awakened by a Mikir book, 


Considering that this village was situ- 
ated at the foot of the hills, I was sur- 
prised that so few of the people under- 
stood much Assamese. As they gathered 
around us to listen, we found that com- 
paratively few could understand us 
in religious matters. But when br. 
Bronson drew forth from his pocket his 
manuscript of the first catechism in the 
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Mikir language, which he has lately 
been preparing, it was deeply interest- 
ing to see how their attention was en- 
listed. A group gathered around us, 
listening and conversing nearly all the 
day and till almost midnight,—those who 
understood most explaining to the rest in 
their own language. It seemed to thrill 
them like an electric shock, that the lost 
knowledge of God was about to be re- 
stored to them by a book in their own 
language. Both the chief and his people 
treated us with all possible respect and 
honor, insisting on supplying us and our 
men with rice, &c., furnishing a striking 
contrast to the Hindus, who are hardly 
willing to sell usa little rice or fuel when 
we travel among them. 

There were but two in this village 
who could read Assamese; one, the 
chief’s writer; the other, a young man 
whose name is Long Boag, of much in- 
terest, and whose invalid father promised 
br. Bronson, unsolicited, that he would 
send his son to Nowgong, to be instruct- 
ed by him during the next rains. This 
young man and a brother of the chief 
accompanied us quite across the hills. 

Leaving this village, we commenced 
our ascent by a mere foot path, which 
lay in a deep gorge of the mountain, 
along which poured a beautiful and 
large mountain stream, whose roar might 
be heard to a considerable distance. 
We put part of our baggage upon the 
back of our elephant,—which we took 
into the hills with some misgivings, the 
chief assuring us that the animal would 
suffer severely ; and indeed we wished 
him back many times before we reached 
the summit, our greatest anxiety and 
fatigue being on his account. For miles 
together, with our own hands, we chopped 
away the tangled bamboos and branches 
of trees, that bowed so low over the path 
as to obstruct his passage. 


Mountain scenery. 
When we had fairly entered the ra- 
vine, the beauty, grandeur, and wildness 


of the scene were such as to beggar de- 
scription. At our feet was the roaring 
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stream, pouring its clear waters over the 
boulders that filled all its bed; above 
and around us the dense, tangled forest, 
and the deep shade of high and noble 
trees ; and on either side the lofty slopes 
of the mountain, covered to their sum- 
mits with unbroken luxuriance. Our 
path lay sometimes on this side of the 
stream, sometimes on that; making it 
necessary to cross once, twice, and 
again ; which we did in a manner famil- 
iar to school boys, supporting our- 
selves upon our staves against the force 
of the current. In some places huge 
tiger tracks along our path added a new 
and highly suggestive feature to the 
wildness and romance of the scene. 
After we had reached a height of some 
fifteen hundred feet, we emerged into 
a large opening, where the Mikirs of 
the next village had cleared away the 
forest and planted cotton. This with 
the mountain rice is their staple produc- 
tion. Here burst upon us another view, 
which the pencil of an artist need not 
have scorned to place beside the finest 
specimens of mountain scenery. We 
seemed to be in a vast amphitheatre, 
the mountains still rising above us on 
every side, except the open ravine by 
which we had entered, through which 
we looked down, far away through the 
smoky distance, upon the village-dotted 
plain. 

A dilemma—Encampment for the 

night. 

By this time we became aware that 
we had miscalculated our time, neither 
we nor our Mikir guides having made 
allowance for the delay in cutting our 
way ; and now that the sun was sinking 
behind the mountain, we were consoled 
with the announcement that we were 
only about half way to our first village. 
I at once settled in my own mind that 
we were booked for a night’s lodging in 
more spacious apartments than we had 
bargained for. On we plunged again 
into the forest, cutting, cracking, crash- 
ing our way with axe, native dahs, and 
the trunk and feet of the elephant. 
We looked sorrowfully at him, and he 
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looked sorrowfully at us, and the ascent 
yet before him. In our hearts we said, 
“ Surely, your highness, this is no place 
for you.” At sunset we found ourselves 
in the middle of another cotton field, 
where we pitched off the elephant’s bur- 
den, resolved that it should not be put 
on again till he was out of the mountain. 
From this place we sent on two or three 
men to the village, asking for four or 
five men to carry the cast off burdens. 
We soon perceived that it was too late 
to venture again into the jungle, and 
that we had better stop where we were. 
Here was also a small house, which the 
natives call a tongi,—a kind of watch 
house, or look-out, built on a great num- 
ber of small posts, twenty or twenty-five 
feet high, where the people stay during 
the nights, to watch the crops while they 
are growing, and frighten away the wild 
elephants, deer, hogs, &e., which other- 
wise would lay waste their crops. I was 
surprised to see what an amount of labor 
and ingenuity was laid out upon these 
little lofts, which were really quite com- 
modious houses, large enough to lodge 
twenty men, and so high as to be secure 
from tigers, bears, or other wild animals. 
I observed that in every considerable 
cotton or rice field, all over the moun- 
tains, one or two of these tongis were to 
be found; so that travellers over these 
mountains could hardly in any case be 
benighted. We allotted this tongi to our 
native assistants and the coolies, while 
br. Bronson and myself pitched our little 
tent at its foot, depending for our protec- 
tion against the tigers upon log-fires, built 
in different directions around us. 

Just as we had made these arrange- 
ments, down the mountain came a com- 
pany of about twenty-five or thirty Mi- 
kirs, with large bundles of long jungle 
grass under their arms, to make torches 
on their return, intending to escort us 
by night to their village. They were 
willing to take us into the village, or to 
stay all night by the fires, or whatever 
else we might wish. We, however, sent 
them back to their villaye, and they re- 
turned to us early in the morning. Here 
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we composed our over-weary bodies to 
rest, and slept undisturbed till late in 
the night. We were awakened by the 
shrill trumpeting of our elephant, very 
like the whistle of a railroad engine, 
which showed that his nerves were dis- 
turbed by a visit from a tiger. But we 
renewed our fires and slept till morn- 
ing. 
Interested hearers.—Superstitions. 


Early in the morning our Mikirs re- 
turned. At eight o'clock we reached 
the village, and the people gathered 
around us. Nothing could exceed the 
respect with which they received us. 
Here during the whole day and till 
almost midnight they remained about us, 
only leaving to take their food and re- 
turn. The old headman of the village 
listened attentively and earnestly, and 
all were astonished and delighted to 
hear the principles of the true religion 
read to them in their own tongue. They 
believe that they formerly had books, 
but that these were lost; and now the 
more intelligent part of them seemed to 
hail this event as the restoration to them 
of the lost knowledge of God. They are 
not idolaters, (i. ¢., worshippers of gods 
made with hands, [Ep.] ) but they wor- 
ship the mountains, the trees, and moun- 
tain streams, and make offerings there 
to debtas, or gods, of which they enter- 
tain the greatest fear, as the authors of 
suffering and disease. Our hearts were 
filled with pity and grief, as we saw with 
what a relentless grasp this superstitious 
dread held them in bondage. I believe 
but for this they would at once have re- 
ceived our instruction; but the idea of 
abstaining from this worship in times of 
sickness, and at all times, seemed to 
them quite startling. 

In their ignorance of all medicines, 
they know of no resort but to charms, 
and incantations, and propitiatory offer- 
ings to their imaginary gods. On the 
second day the old headman of the vil- 
lage said to us, “ If you will give a writing 
that the dewotas shall not molest us, we 
will take your religion and obey your 
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instructions.” The old man was in poor 
health, afflicted with cough and dropsy. 
He confessed that all his offerings to the 
dewotas were without the slightest re- 
sult, and asked if we could give him 
medicines. We gave him some, and br. 
Bronson sent to Nowgong for more ; 
and though we told him we were not at 
all certain that his disease could be 
cured, yet his gratitude seemed to have 
no bounds. 


Long Bong, the interpreter. 


Before we left the village, several of 
the Mikirs seemed to have a pretty clear 
idea of the nature of God, his command- 
ments, and the way of salvation through 
Jesus Christ. A few understood Assam- 
ese pretty well; but we depended chief- 
ly upon the young man, Long Bong, to 
interpret and explain what we had said. 
Though a young man of most quiet man- 
ners, we were astonished at the elo- 
quence and power with which he seemed 
to electrify and sway the minds of the 
whole company. In perfect naturalness 
and beauty of gesture. and control over 
the passions of others, he could hardly 
be surpassed by the most studied orator ; 
yet he seemed to be as self-forgetful and 
artless as a child. As he explained and 
enlarged upon what we said, bursts of 
approval broke forth from the whole 
company, and sometimes paroxysms of 
laughter. Had you been present with 
us, as we sat down on the floor, with this 
company around us, you might have 
seen tears; and you could not but have 
felt with us an agony of prayer that God 
would make that young man a preacher 
of the gospel to his countrymen. He 
has promised to come to Nowgong to 
learn during the next rains, and we can- 
not but hope that he may become a true 
Christian. 

One interesting Mikir young man had 
previously gone to Nowgong to study, 
and accompanied us on this tour. We 
endeavored to induce as many as we 
could, in the different villages, to prom- 
ise to go; and br. Bronson hopes to 
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have an interesting class of Mikir youth 
to instruct during the rains, who may 
afterwards be employed to make known 
the truth to the people of their vil- 


lages. 


The village chieftain.—Friendly 
parting. 


The headman of this village is of tem- 
perate habits, having never, from his 
youth, indulged in drinking toddy, al- 
though it is used by all his people and 
even the members of his own family ; 
which shows that he has great force and 
decision of character. But his mind, 
like all the others, was deeply overlaid 
with ignorance and superstition. Before 
we left, he begged a little powder; then 
taking an old matchlock gun he loaded 
it, and having gone over with some mon- 
tras or incantations, fired it to try an omen. 
If the report were loud, it was to be an 
omen of good; if faint, an omen of evil. 
The first discharge was a failure. For 
the second, some of our people showed 
him how to load, giving him a quantity 
of wadding, and ramming it home thor- 
oughly; and the report was very loud, 
and seemed to give satisfaction as an 
omen of good. I think, however, I made 
him understand that with good powder, 
and the gun properly wadded, the report 
is always loud. 

As we took leave, it was affecting to 
see how warmly the old man embraced 
us, clasping our hands in both his; and 
to hear him say to br. Bronson, “ Hence- 
forth I regard you as my father, and I 
will be your child.” For all the rice, 
&e., he had supplied to our company, he 
scorned to receive anything, saying that 
it was the custom of the Mikirs to sup- 
ply their guests, and that he was under 
obligation to us, rather than we to 
him. 

We had no more roads to clear. The 
people had turned out and cleared them 
from village to village, quite across the 
mountain. Each village, moreover, fur- 
nished men to accompany us and carry 
our burdens. 
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TELOOGOO MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. JEWETT. 


Our last report of the Teloogoo mission 
contains a brief announcement of the death 
of the faithful catechist, Christian Nersu. 
The following extracts from a letter of Mr. 
Jewett, dated April 10, furnish a few interest- 
ing particulars of his last days and of some 
of the fruits of his labors. He died Nov. 12, 
at about forty years of age.* 


Last days of Christian Nersu. 


On the 285th of September, 1856, 
Nersu labored by my side in front of 
the mission chapel for the last time. 
The same evening I was called to see 
him; he had been bleeding freely at the 
lungs. Ile was fully aware of the fatal 
character of his symptoms; but was per- 
fectly calm, well knowing that Christ has 
conquered death for all believers. 

At our request he went to the hospital 
the next morning, where he remained 
several weeks. Medical skill proving 
vain, he desired to come to us, and spend 
his last days with his own people. Tle 
was accordingly removed to the mission 
house, where we had the gratification of 
hearing his last words and ministering 
to his last wants. 

To his wife and two children he had 
nothing to bequeath but his prayers, the 
example of a holy and spotless life, and 
his counsel that they should never leave 
the Teloogoo mission ; with the request 
that they should never be abandoned by 
it to the horrors of heathenism. 


** His works do follow him *”*. Conver- 
sion of Narayadu, 


In connection with the above Mr. Jewett 
reports the baptism of Narayadu, a weaver, of 
Avereddy palem, a village about twelve miles 
from Nellore. He had been more than a year 
an applicant for the rite. “At one time, 
leaving his family at home he had taken his 
loom and come to Nellore that he might hear 
the word constantly, and also learn to read. 
Out of working hours you might see him 
with his slate under his arm, with the Teloogoo 
letters written upon it, till finally he became 
master of the alphabet. This is not a small 


* See p. 259 Mag. for July. 
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acquisition, since the alphabet comprises 
eighty-one characters. From that time he 
has been slowly working his way towards 
‘the mark set before him,’—ability to read the 
word of God.” 

He now requested to be baptized in his 
own Village, “ hoping that the occasion might 
prove a blessing to his people and kindred.” 
The administration took place on the second 
Sabbath of January, Messrs. Jewett and 
Douglass having repaired to the village the 
day before for that purpose. 

After the baptism, which was administered 
in the presence of Narayadu’s family, rela- 
tives and neighbors, “ N. returned, with many 
others, to the tent of the missionaries, where 
they lingered long in earnest conversation 
about the story of the cross; and where his 
full heart prompted him to tell how he had 
been sought and found by the Saviour of lost 
men. Mr. Jewett proceeds to say,— 


His narrative was full of painful inter- 
est. It had reference to Christian Nersu, 
our faithful native preacher, who had 
accompanied me so many years in my 
travels among the Teloogoo people. 

About seven years ago, while passing 
by our chapel with a web of cloth for 
sale, Nersu hailed Narayadu and _ first 
made known to him the name of Jesus. 
On his retarn from market, Nersu led 
him to his own house, kept him over 
night, and next morning took him to the 
mission house, where he received further 
instruction from br. Day. Having pro- 
mised to come with his family to Nellore 
to reside for a season, he left for his 
home. On making known his purpose 
of removal, his relatives placed obstacles 
in his way which he felt unable to sur- 
mount. Mortified at the failure of his 
hopes, and ashamed to encounter Nersu 
with his promise unfulfilled, he deter- 
mined, the next time he came to market 
with his cloth, to steal by the chapel 
unobserved. In this he failed; Nersu’s 
voice was sounding in his ears, reproving 
him for acting like all the Hindus, in 
falsifying his word. 

From that time Nersu never lost sight 
of him. In his colporteur journeys he 
used to stop at his village, spend a night 
at his house, and call upon him to repent 
and believe the gospel. 
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GERMANY. 
JOURNAL OF F. RINGSDORFF, VOLLMARSTEIN. 


Progress of the cause at Vollmar- 
stein. 


We have received from Mr. Oncken the 
following journals of German preachers. 


Jan. 1-31.—Held twenty-one religious 
meetings, and visited many families.— 
Conversed with the members of the 
church individually on their spiritual 
condition, and rejoiced to meet with 
much openness. 

The mother of our friends at has 
again been so furious at their conversion, 
that she has maltreated them, even her 
son who is an invalid. I visited them 
and we broke bread together. They are 
strong in faith, An apprentice of my 
brother-in-law who has been recently 
converted, has been severely threatened 
by his father, but he is too happy in 
possessing the Saviour, not to count all 
else as loss. I am also able to record 
the conversion of ¢ young man, whoa 
short time ago came hither entirely igno- 
rant of spiritual things. But it was as 
when the dry tinder catches sparks from 
the flint, so mightily the truth took 
possession of our young friend’s soul.— 
His hunger for the word of life is so 
great, he could listen to me the whole 
day. One of our brethren, perhaps the 
most esteemed by the church, will prob- 
ably soon become the prey of consump- 
tion. It is delightful to hear him mag- 
nify the grace of God, especially in the 
benefits received from the formation of 
the Baptist church here. He is one of 
the first fourteen baptized at Vollmar- 
stein in 1853. His character is esteemed 
even by those who cannot appreciate 
his Christianity. 

But although we have reason to re- 
joice over the conversion of many sin- 
ners, the unbelief and wickedness which 
still prevail in this district remind us 
that our work is only begun. An aged 
female of seventy-four years, when some 
brethren recently asked her questions 
on spiritual things, would give no an- 
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swer, and dismissed them with an oath, 
saying when death came she would man- 
age very well for herself. An old man, 
who is in the habit of repeating the 
Lord’s prayer every day, when asked 
why he did so, replied, because the oth- 
ers do so. Without exaggerating, I may 
say, that generally speaking, the people 
here are as ignorant as Mohammedans 
of the essential truths of the gogpel. At 
Harpe a woman some time ago became 
anxious on account of her sins. One of 
our brethren hearing of it sent her the 
tract, “ The faithfulness of the Good 
Shepherd,” and promised to call upon 
her. The next Sunday the woman's 
husband came to our brother, to tell him 
not to visit his wife. Other words of 
reproach were in his heart, but our 
brother so effectually silenced him that 
he not only was quiet, but patiently lis- 
tened while being admonished to repent. 
The admonition went to his heart; he 
had needed it, for his life had been tar- 
nished by flagrant sins. Our meetings 
are increasingly well attended. 


Church discipline—Conversions at 
Altena. 


Several of our brethren who are mi- 
ners allowed themselves to be incited by 
others to revolt against a change in some 
mining regulations ;—a change which 
they believed to be to their disadvantage, 
while the contrary is the case. On a 
certain Sunday a meeting of the miners 
at a tavern was arranged, and our breth- 
ren, in spite of a warning given them, 
were present. They were subsequently 
called before the church, having pub- 
licly sinned, to be publicly punished.— 
They were, however, at first very vio- 
lent, and would not confess their sin.— 
But as one member of the church after 
another in love and simplicity rose and 
spoke, a pleasing scene took place.— 
One of the men who had most vehe- 
mently defended himself was so overcome 
that he wept, and entreated us to post- 
pone our decision for another week.— 
He was not only moved, but so influ- 
enced by the Spirit of God that his 
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words served not only to ensure our for- 
giveness, but called forth new love to- 
wards him. On the following Lord's 
day he and his associates publicly con- 
fessed their offence. 

While in Vollmarstein not many con- 
versions have of late taken place, there are 
many tokens of awakening life at Altena, 
one of our outstations. | Within a short 
time four young females and a lad eleven 
years of age have been thoroughly con- 
verted. I asked this boy how long he 
had felt his present joy in the Lord ?— 
He replied, since the day I last preached 
at Altena. Tasked, “What preceded your 
joy in the Lord?” He replied, “ Great 
fear on account of my sins.” “ Had you 
already sinned, then?” “ Yes, I was 
passionate, selfish, and loved what is 
wrong.” “ How did you discover these 
things to be sinful?” “ At a meeting at 
Rahmde you told us, sir, that the human 
heart is like a tree with many branches, 
and on each branch a peculiar fruit, a 
different sin, is hanging. I began to 
think my heart was a tree full of evil 
fruit, and I feared to die.” “ What did 
you do?” “I prayed.” “ Did you at 
once receive peace?” “No.” “ The 
joy you at first felt when your sins were 
forgiven, did it continue?” “Not al- 
ways the same.” “Do you feel strong 
enough to resist sin now?” “ No, God 
must give me strength.” ‘The answers 
of the four young girls were not less 
clear and scriptural, so that I was com- 
pelled to say, “Can any man forbid 
water that these should not be baptized, 
which have received the Holy Ghost as 
well as we ?” 

It was a clear winter night on which, 
about midnight, I baptized these dear 
children in a rivulet at Rahmde. The 
youngest of them,—a child eight years 
of age,—after being lifted out of the wa- 
ter and placed in her mother’s arms ex- 
claimed,“ O mother, what happiness !” 
I thought of the words, “ Out of the 
mouth of babes and sucklings Thou hast 
perfected praise.” 

Not long ago a brother at Witten had 
occasion to enter a public house. There 
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he found two farmers quarrelling. One 
of them with oaths and curses asserted 
his right. He at length turned to our 
brother, asking his opinion. The lat- 
ter asked, “Do you believe God is 
just?” “ Well, yes, I do not deny it,” 
replied the farmer. ‘ What do you sup- 
pose God will do then in answer to your 
imprecations ?” But the farmer, en- 
raged at this, sprung upon our brother. 
“ Now I know you are a Baptist,” he ex- 
claimed; “it is they who have raised 
such a cry against swearing.” Our 
brother regarded it a mark of happy 
distinction, that people living many 
miles distant from us should recognize us 
as those who reprove sins, reproved by 
no one else. 

During the past quarter I have bap- 
tized ten believers. 


JOURNAL OF W. HAUPT, BREMEN. 


Affliction — Visit to Breslau— The 
church. 


March 7.—Travelled to Verden. On 
my way I visited a farmer whose wife is 
a Christian. They have a young man 
in their service who has long been un- 
easy on account of his sins, but has now 
found peace in believing. The change 
in him is so striking, that the whole 
household are impressed with it, and 
envy him on account of his happiness.— 
He announced himself to me as a candi- 
date for baptism. At Verden I con- 
versed with the sister of our late brother 
Held, bible-colporteur, who died soon 
after he had begun his labors. This 
young woman has for years been ac- 
quainted with the truth, but closed her 
heart against it. The death of her 
mother recently so distressed her, that 
she at length fled to the Saviour for con- 
solation. ‘“ My heart was so hard,” she 
said, “ that nothing short of such a loss 
as mine, could move it; but my loss has 
been at once my gain.” 

Visited many of our stations, wit on 
the 11th preached in Bremen. At the 
close of this service I received a letter 


announcing to me the illness of my 
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father, and requesting me to visit him.— 
I consulted the brethren regarding this 
journey, and having also obtained the 
sanction of the committee in Hamburg 
left Bremen for Breslau in Silesia on 
the 17th. The nearer] approached my 
home, the more painfully the possibility 
that my dear father might have already 
departed presented itself to me ; nor was 
I less agitated by the prospect of meet- 
ing my friends after a separation of five 
years. At length the paternal abode 
was reached. O how great is the joy of 
meeting! It is one to be felt, not de- 
scribed. Here my aged mother again 
pressed me in her arms; here my broth- 
ers and sisters embraced me ; and there 
lay my good old father, emaciated by 
disease, also stretching out his thin hands 
towardsme. When the first excitement 
had subsided, I knelt down and prayed 
with the family. The next day I con- 
versed with my father, whom I found in 
such close communion with Jesus, that 
he longed only to have faith changed 
into sight. 

During my stay in Breslau, I visited 
many members of the church, among 
whom my youthful Christian days were 
spent, and I was permitted fully to re- 
alize how unalterable a bond of union 
that is, which binds the hearts of God's 
children together. In Breslau too I found 
ample opportunity for missionary labor. 
Six times I addressed large congre- 
gations. 

The Baptist church at Breslau is at 
present in a very desolate condition. It 
is to be deplored that this most promis- 
ing field of labor should be quite unoc- 
cupied ; for br. Priedemann, who has in 
a measure attempted to supply the need 
of the church, is fully engaged in visit- 
ing the members who live among the 
Silesian mountains. By the divine bless- 
ing, a brother earnest and faithful in his 
calling might soon gather a flourishing 
church here. The inhabitants of Bres- 
lau number 150,000. I regretted not to 
be able to yield to the importunate en- 
treaties of the church to remain longer. 

27.—This day will ever live in my 
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memory. To-day my father expressed 
a desire to see his children once more 
gathered around his bed. At his request 
I read Genesis, chapters 48 and 49 ; then 
he called us to him one by one, and lay- 
ing his hands on our heads pronounced 
his blessing upon us. Grief and joy 
struggled in my soul ;—joy, to know that 
my father was so near his everlasting 
home ; grief, to feel that I was on the 
point of suffering such a loss. Truly he 
was a good father, who has not only dili- 
gently toiled, but unceasingly prayed for 
his children. As he blessed me, my 
heart received an impression, whose sal- 
utary influence will, I trust, show itself 
in renewed devotedness to my work. 

From this day my father became 
daily weaker. When he was free from 
pain, I read and prayed with him to his 
evident comfort. All my friends and 
acquaintances I admonished to turn to 
Jesus Christ, and I was willingly lis- 
tened to. 

Thus a fortnight quickly passed away, 
hand as duty called me to Bremen, I 
could not await my father’s departure, 
but prepared to return. With a sor- 
rowing heart I took leave, but in full 
confidence of reiinion where parting is 
not found. 


Baptisms at Bremen—Summary. 


April 4.—I once more reached Bre- 
men, where afew days later I baptized 
two believers. During the past quarter 
four persons were received into the 
church. I held sixty meetings and dis- 
tributed one thousand tracts. On the 
other hand two valuable members have 
been removed by death. We mourn 
over their vacant places in the church, 
but rejoice to know they are in the 
Father’s house. 


LETTER FROM F. GUNSCHHE. 
Spirit of inquiry at Mahren. 


Mahren, April 19.—After a long, cold 
winter season spring has returned. Buds 
and blossoms are beginning to adorn our 
gardens and fields, and with strong cre- 
ative power‘the Spirit of God is working 
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in the hearts of sinners, causing all things 
to become new. 

How often has the Lord already re- 
proved my littleness of faith; and _ still 
He does not grow weary. Often I have 
said to myself, “ Here at Mahren the 
people know every thing that is needful 
to salvation ; they have been told it again 
and again, but they will not repent.”— 
Yet now I see what the Lord can do.— 
Such an Easter festival as occurred this 
year we have never had. There seemed 
to be no end to inquiry. Sunday, Mon- 
day and Tuesday, till late at night, our 
room was filled with anxious souls, with 
whom I conversed and prayed. Seven 
persons have to-day announced their se- 
cession from the national church. These 
friends will experience much enmity 
from the world, but they are prepared to 
suffer the worst for the sake of Christ. 
It is very needful, that a brother be sta- 
tioned here to preach, and dispense the 
ordinances. 


JOURNAL OF CARL ALBRECHT. 
Baptism by night—The Lithuanians, 


Jan. 1, 1857.—To-day, at the close of 
our German service, we celebrated the 
Lord’s Supper together with twenty- 
seven new converts. They were bap- 
tized last night in the waters of the 
Kurische Hatf, two men being employed 
during the administration of the ordi- 
nance in keeping off the ice. The night 
was dark and stormy ; but a holy calm 
had taken possession of hearts inaccessi- 
ble to external difficulties. And to-day, 
while commemorating our Saviour’s dy- 
ing love, his presence filled the place,— 
an additional proof that he is with us in 
our work. 

This being new-year’s day, and one of 
such peculiar interest to us, towards 
evening we met at a love-feast, where, 
notwithstanding the diversity of lan- 
guage, Lithuanian and German, perfect 
harmony prevailed. This day has 
served to renew in us all zeal for the 
conversion of sinners. 
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our newly received members from Russ 
to Harichken, where my offers to hold 
meetings have met with a hearty response. 
A large number of persons assembled in 
the evening, whom I addressed in Lith- 

uanian. They listened with interest, 

and many evinced, in the questions put 

to me at the close, a pleasing simplicity 

of mind, and an earnest desire to become 

acquainted with the truth. 

Although with the exception of Sab- 
baths,—when I conduct a Lithuanian 
service at Memel,—I am constantly trav- 
elling, I find it almost impossible to meet 
all the claims made on me. It is there- 
fore a matter of gratification to us that 
among our recent converts is a brother 
who has a gift for preaching, and who 
is willing to make himself useful in this 
way. ‘The difference of language im- 
pedes intercourse between the German 
and Lithuanian members of the church, 
as at the church meetings, for instance, 
every thing that is said must be inter- 
preted. Still our Lithuanian brethren 
will not hear of forming a separate 
church ; their attachment to those who 
have been the means of leading them to 
Christ is too strong; and besides this, 
many of them live in various parts of 
the country around Memel. 

10.—Visited a man at R. who has long 
attended our service without giving any 
further token of spiritual life. He was 
glad to see me, saying he had never felt 
suflicient courage to come to me, but 
that he had determined if ever I should 
visit him, to say all that was in his heart. 
He had evidently passed from death unto 
life; but fear of man has hitherto pre- 
vented him from professsing what he be- 
lieves. “I have not a friend who will 
not turn against me,” he said; “ it is not 
easy to steel my heart against them all, 
and still 1 feel that the Lord has a supe- 
rior claim upon me.” My visit, I trust, 
served to strengthen his determination 
no longer to defer the taking up of the 
cross. 

Although in many Lithuanian villa- 
ges a friendly disposition towards the 


3.—To-day I accompanied several of 


gospel is manifested, in others this is far 
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from being the case. In February I 
visited some of our recent converts, and 
found that strenuous efforts had been 
made to win them back to the national 
church. Our friends are still so inex- 
perienced in the divine life, that they 
are often, as they say, unable to answer 
the arguments of those who come to per- 
vert them. 


Tracts in Lithuanian. 


Feb. 18.—In consequence of encour- 
aging communications lately received 
from the Baptist Tract Committee in 
Hamburg, we shall be enabled to publish 
several new tracts in Lithuanian. A 
part of my time has been occupied in 
attending to the translation of them.— 
The distribution of tracts greatly facili- 
tates my work, and I wish these new 
ones to be published as soon as possible. 
Much has been said of the benefits of 
tract distribution, and still the good ef- 
fected by tracts among the Lithuanians 
might furnish an additional and gratify- 
ing chapter on this subject. Many per- 
sons who were too hardened to listen to 
me, others who for fear of their neigh- 
bors could not venture to converse with 
me, aud some poor people stretched on 
the bed of suffering, have found our 
tracts good for reproof, instruction, or 
consolation as their case might require. 


Visiting the sick. 


21.—Visited a sick man at Grosup- 
pen. To my inquiry how he felt, he re- 
plied, “I forget my bodily suffering, for 
joy of having been healed in spirit.” He 
said he had formerly often wished for 
death; but now thanked the Lord for 
having spared him until my words had 
shown him who he was, and who Jesus 
Christ is. At this town I have long 
wished to preach, but could find no 
suitable room. I gladly accepted the 
sick man’s offer to hold a meeting in an 
apartment adjoining his own. The day 
having been spent in giving invitations 
to attend, in the evening I addressed 
about forty persons. 
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24.—After visiting several inquirers, 
I came to the house of a young woman 
who once belonged to us, but through 
the influence of her friends returned to 
the church of Rome. I found her on 
her death bed. She had already re- 
ceived extreme unction, but expressed 
great doubts regarding her salvation. 
The women who surrounded her bed 
were loudly recapitulating her many 
virtues in order to quiet her. Much 
grieved, I hastened to the poor woman, 
and in a few words urged her to look to 
Christ alone, whose “blood cleanseth 
from all sin.” The women, suspecting 
me to be a heretic, gave me looks so 
fierce, that in order to avoid a disgrace- 
ful scene, I quickly took my departure. 
In a few hours the young woman was no 
more. 

March 4.—In proportion to the suc- 
cess attending my labors among the 
Lithuanians, is the opposition aroused 
on the part of both worldly and ecclesi- 
astical zealots. Of the latter class is one 
at K., who recently took a bible, said to 
be three hundred years old, to a brother 
and sister, and from this bible, as he 
termed the book, he proved to them that 
the baptism of infants is positively en- 
joined. Mr. and Mrs. K. have been 
Baptists for one year only; but it re- 
quired a whole night of argument and 
persuasion before they were induced to 
give up their Baptist sentiments. At 
length, however, the efforts of the adver- 
sary were crowned with success, and on 
the following day they announced to 
the clergyman of the place their return 
to the national church. To-day I visited 
them, but they were deaf to all my re- 
monstrances. Our enemies have thus 
gained a triumph over us, and boast of 
this; but we are undismayed, knowing 
that where truth has been embraced in 
sincerity, it will, even if departed from, 
be returned to. I find it, however, very 
desirable, as often as possible, to see and 
converse with our brethren who are es- 
pecially exposed to unfavorable intlu- 
ences. 
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Further encouragement among 
Lithuanians. 

29.—A meeting held three weeks ago 
at Mostalen, has been followed by good 
results. Three Lithuanian farmers have 
been so deeply impressed with the dan- 
ger of their condition as sinners, that I 
received a letter from them, requesting 
me to return as soon as possible. To- 
day I went thither, and found, besides 
the three above named men, other per- 
sons, young and old, concerned for their 
salvation. The meeting I held this eve- 
ning was even better attended than the 
former one, and the emotion of my audi- 
ence was so great that often my voice 
was rendered inaudible. Several wo- 
men assured me with tears, that they 
had never heard of any thing so won- 
derful as this great love of the Saviour, 
which caused Him to suffer so much for 
sinners. They knew long ago that He 
had been crucified, but now they felt 
that their sins had caused his death. I 
was requested to send a supply of bibles 
and tracts here, as we have not a bible 
colporteur in Lithuania. 

With gratitude I record the blessing 
attending my work, which I have reason 
to hope is conducing to the glory of 
God generally, and especially in the con- 
version of sinners. “ A wide door and 
effectual” is open to us in this vast and 
flourishing province. May it be ours to 
enter in and win it for Immanuel. 

During this quarter, I have held 62 
religious services in Lithuanian, and vis- 
ited 159 families. 


LETTER FROM A. KEMNITZ. 
Glorious work at Templin. 


Templin, April 15.—Who can keep 
silence when the Lord himself speaks ? 
You have already received intelligence 
of the harvest feast we celebrated in 
March, and this month I have to record 
a similar festival. The wonders of divine 
grace as manifested here, are too strik- 
ing to remain “ hid under a bushel.” On 
the 15th inst. a church-meeting was held. 
At eight o’clock in the morning already 
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friends arrived on foot or in convey- 
ances from the surrounding country, al- 
though the rain fell in torrents. It was 
evident that the love of Christ con- 
strained them. The spiritual necessities 
of the country around Templin being 
such as to call for the labors of an addi- 
tional missionary, the church appointed 
br. M. to this office, who has suitable 
gifts, and has already been the means of 
conversion to several persons. This 
matter being arranged, we proceeded to 
the reception of six persons, whose ad- 
mission was deferred last month. A 
sister, who has been excluded for two 
years, but who now with tears of peni- 
tence, confessed her sin, and has given 
proof of her sincerity, was restored to 
the church. Besides these, thirty-one 
persons, who gave testimony of their 
faith in Christ, were admitted to the 
church. With a joy not unmixed with 
anxiety we proceeded to this work, 
for we felt deeply the importance of 
the occasion. Twenty-six persons were 
unanimously received; the voices re- 
garding the others being divided, they 
were not received at present. The en- 
tire number of converts received during 
the last two months is fifty-four. If we 
include those whom the Lord has given 
us since the commencement of this year, 
it is sixty-nine. We cannot converse 
together of these things without tears; 
and often it seems to us as if the Sav- 
iour’s second triumphant advent were at 
hand. The sensation created throughout 
the country by these conversions is very 
great. In circles small and great they 
are the theme of conversation, and every- 
where the exclamation is heard, “ This 
is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous 
in our eyes.” 

Our prospects continue to be glorious. 
We need only wisdom and true humility 
to receive these tokens of the divine favor 
with humility. O that I knew some 


brethren whom I could ask to come and 
help me to draw in the nets! Pray with 
us that some of the Lord’s redeemed 
may feel constrained to devote them- 
selves to the blessed work. 
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MISCELLANY. 


GENERAL VIEW OF THE RELIGIONS 
OF CHINA, 


The religions and popular superstitions 
of China are but imperfectly understood, 
even by foreigners who have long had 
familiar intercourse with the people.— 
The national faith consists principally in 
crude traditional notions, which are con- 
tinually changed and modified by the 
restless and unsatisfied longings of a peo- 
ple groping in darkness, and by the arts 
of designing priests, whose interest it is to 
deceive them. The comparatively few 
native books connected with this branch 
of inquiry, contain incomplete and par- 
tial views of the subjects of which they 
treat, and present rather what has been 
than what exists now. So diverse, mul- 
tiplied, and confused are the doctrines of 
belief, that it is difficult for any one to 
give an intelligent and consistent state- 
ment, either of his own creed, or that of 
others. This subject is uninviting in it- 
self, but in the eyes of those who wish to 
reclaim this heathen people, and bring 
them to the knowledge and reception of 
the gospel of truth, it is invested with a 
peculiar interest and importance; and 
the investigation of it will not only enable 
us better to understand and sympathize 
with those whom we would influence, 
but will have the additional advantage of 
giving us clearer views than we other- 
wise could obtain of human depravity 
and our own privileges, by showing how 
far the heart will wander from God when 
left to its own natural tendencies. 

It will be the object of this letter sim- 
ply to present facts and religious notions 
as they now exist, with especial refer- 
ence to the obstacles which Chinese idol- 
atry opposes to the spread of the gospel. 

The religions, like the languages of 
China, while they have a common stem, 
vary in different localities toa very great 
extent. The outward forms of idolatry, 
and the superstitious practices and cus- 
toms of places not separated by a dis- 
tance of more than one or two hundred 


miles, are in some points almost entirely 
different. Accordingly, a minute de- 
scription of the customs which prevail in 
one part of China may differ from those 
of another as much as the customs of dif- 
ferent nations do in the West. Still a 
delineation of idolatry as it exists in one 
place, though it may not agree in detail 
with what is found in another, will not be 
far from affording a correct general view 


_of the type of idolatry, and the religious 


condition of the people throughout the 
empire. 

The religions of China have generally 
been represented both by natives and 
foreigners as three, viz., the Confucian, 
the Buddhistic, and the Rationalistic, or 
Tauist. This threefold division, howev- 
er, is not only imperfect, failing as it does 
to comprehend many ferms of belief 
which are necessary to a correct view of 
the superstitions of the people, but the 
very terms religion and sect, when ap- 
plied to what is found in China, are cal- 
culated to mislead the inquirer. Many 
idolatrous practices exist entirely distinct 
from either of these systems, and some 
are common to them all, without having 
any special connection with any one of 
them. 

Confucianism deservedly holds the 
first rank, whether we consider its in- 
trinsic merit, the estimation in which it 
is held by the people, or the influence for 
good which it exerts upon them. It is, 
however, destitute of the characteristic 
elements of a religion, as it almost en- 
tirely leaves out of view the existence of 
a God, the immortality of the soul, and 
a future state of rewards and punish- 
ments. Buddhism and Tauism, with oth- 
er forms of belief, have been added to 
supply the wants which Confucianism has 
left in the human soul; and, so far from 
dividing the people into different sects, 
they form together one master-piece of 
deception, by which Satan has bound the 
millions of this empire as with a seven- 
fold cord of ignorance and superstition. 
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The people, unconscious of the mutual 
inconsistencies which exist between these 
different forms of belief, receive them all 
together, or give particular prominence 
to this or that one, according to their 
peculiar circumstances and dispositions. 

The three systems above mentioned 
are worthy of especial notice, as they are 
more complete in themselves than any 
others, and have had perhaps more influ- 
ence than the others in forming Chinese 
character. They can also be traced to 
their sources and authors, and be better 
understood by referring to the numerous 
books which professedly belong to them. 


Other forms of idolatrous worship. 


There are, however, other forms of the 
popular superstition, no less distinct in 
their character, and no less interwoven 
with all the frame-work of society.— 
These may be designated by the state- 
worship, the worship of ancestors, and 
the worship of deified heroes and public 
benefactors. Each of these forms of 
worship has its peculiar temples, distin- 
guished by their peculiar names, and the 
temples belonging to cither of the last 
two classes, far outnumber those either 
of Buddhism or Tauism. Some of the 
temples devoted to the state worship are 
confined to the capital ; all the others are 
common throughout the empire. 

The following connected view of the 
religious systems mentioned above, may 
be of use in forming a correct idea of 
their comparative positions and charac- 
teristics. 

Confucian system. 

Confucianism presents the moral du- 
ties growing out of the several natural 
relations, and many excellent maxims for 
the regulation of the heart and life, but 
is without a God or a form of worship 
for the people. Its doctrines command 
the assent and respect of all, and it is the 
acknowledged standard of right and 
wrong. It has done much to restrain 
Vice, to promote the peace and harmony 
of society, to develop the intellectual and 
moral character of the nation, and to re- 
strain idolatry in its influence on the 
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people, and its tendency to more gross 
and debasing forms. 


Buddhism. 


Buddhism may be regarded as the pre- 
vailing religion of China. By present- 
ing idolatrous objects of worship suited 
to the tastes of the people, and particu- 
larly by its teachings respecting heav- 
en and hell, it has gained a singular pre- 
eminence, and exerts a powerful influ- 
ence on the public mind. Its temples 
are seen everywhere, and its priests find 
admittance to families of all ranks, and 
are treated with deference, though re- 
garded as belonging to an inferior class. 
Its outward observances and ceremonies 
easily adapt themselves to localities and 
circumstances, and its doctrines affect 
and modify all the customs and domestic 
institutions of the nation. ‘Though it can 
only boast of women as professed be- 
lievers, men of every class are little less 
under its influence. 


Tauism. 


Tauism, though it now resembles 
Buddhism in many respects, is on the 
whole more refined and metaphysical. It 
speaks less of the future state and more 
of the present, and is distinguished by 
dealing in magic and charms. Though 
it prevails to a considerable extent, and 
has its temples in every part of the em- 
pire, it is far inferior to Buddhism in the 
number ofits adherents, and its influence 
on the people. 


State religion. 


' The state religion does not consist in 
doctrines to be believed, but in outward 
formalities to be practised. It is not the 
design of the state to recommend and 
secure the practice of this religion among 
the people ; in fact, it has no immediate 
reference to the people ; it simply pre- 
scribes the worship of certain gods to its 
officers, who may, in addition, like the 
common people, worship anything they 
please. The worship prescribed by the 
state may be treated of in two parts or 
divisions, viz., that practised exclusively 
at the capital, and that which is common 
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throughout the empire. The former be- 
ing little known, and having very little 
influence on the people at large, need 
not be noticed particularly in this con- 
nection. The gods which the officers in 
all parts of the empire are required sta- 
tedly to worship, are Confucius, the 
gods of the ch’hing-hwang-miao, or “ tem- 
ple of the wall and moat,” which contains 
the tutelar divinities of each city, the 
god of war, and the god of letters. The 
object in prescribing this worship is not 
so much to propitiate these deities, as to 
secure the efficiency and loyalty of the 
worshippers, by keeping continually be- 
fore them the most noted of the great 
and good of the past as their examples, 
and holding out to them the hope of 
being hereafter gods themselves, as their 
reward. It may be noticed here that 
all the gods of China, of whatever class, 
are deified men of a former generation. 


Worship of ancestors. 


Ancestral worship is universal, but is 
performed in different places according 
to the circumstances and means of the 
individual worshippers. The ancestral 
tablets which are the objects of worship, 
may either be deposited in an open case 
nailed against the wall, or have a room 
exclusively devoted to them ; or are, in 
the case of wealthy families, deposited 
with those of the other branches of the 
family in the common temple erected 
for this purpose, which is oftentimes a 
large and imposing building. One or 
two of these temples may be found in 
almost every village, and numbers of 
them in every city. 


Worship of deified heroes. 


The temples devoted to the worship 
of deified heroes and public benefactors 
are far more numerous than those of any 
other class. They are found of all sizes 
and descriptions, from the little resting- 
house, or pavilion, by the road side, con- 
taining only one or two small rude 
images, to large and costly structures, 
visited on account of the celebrity of 
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their idols, by worshippers from the dis- 
tance of scores of miles. Some, whose 
fame and meritorious deeds have given 
them a prominence in Chinese history, 
are worshipped throughout a large ex- 
tent of territory, or throughout the em- 
pire. Others, who were formerly inferior 
officers, have one or more temples erected 
to them in localities where they were fa- 
vorably known. The people, in offering 
this homage to men of a former age, are 
influenced partly by gratitude for the 
past, but principally by the desire of 
favor and advantages in the future. 

Distinct from the above forms of idol- 
atry, may be noticed the worship of the 
dragon, so characteristic of Chinese su- 
perstition, and also the worship of heaven 
and earth, stars, and invisible spirits. 

Roman Catholicism and Mohammed- 
anism, though they are everywhere 
known, and number many followers in 
different parts of the empire, need not 
be dwelt upon here, as they are foreign 
religions, and present the same general 
features here that they do in the West. 

We might naturally expect to find 
some outward expression of the dissatis- 
faction of the people with the empty and 
debasing practices of idolatry, and we 
have it in the “cha” religion, some- 
times styled the “ wu-wei-kiaw,” or re- 
ligion without falseness. Its adherents are 
very few, and they are obliged to pro- 
pagate their doctrines and hold their 
meetings with comparative secrecy, in 
order to avoid the suspicion of conspi- 
racy against the government. They 
profess to reject idolatry, and evince 
in some instances a real desire to throw 
off the debasing superstitions of their 
countrymen. As a general thing, how- 
ever, they remain far from the truth, 
contenting themselves with outward 
reformation and self-imposed austerities. 
It is hoped that this sect, from which a 
few have already embraced Christianity, 
still contains those who are earnestly and 
truly feeling after God, and will in due 
time rejoice in the liberty of the gospel. 
—Rev. J. L. Nevius, in Home § Foreign 
Record. 
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ea. tor def., coll. by Miss J.C. 
Nelson, 11.55; Sheldonville, 
ch., mon. con. 8; Woodville, 
ch., 1; Auburn, a friend 1; 
Tewksbury, ch , 38; Seekonk, 
Jonathan Bowers 10; a pa- 
rent, for three children, for the 
Karen Mission, 3; 

Fall River, lst ch. 25; Worcester, 
Pleasant st. ch., mon. con. 


8.55; per Rev. J. Aldrich, 
agent, 
Rhode Island. 


State Convention, R. B. Chap- 
man, tr., Providence, Central 
ch., Dea. James Boyce, to 
cons. Clara M. Johnnot L. M., 
100; Ist ch., mon. con. in 
Apr. and May, 53.44; 

North Kingston, Mrs. James 
Bullock 1; Ist ch., Mrs. Ruth 
Stanton 8; 

Providence, Waterman st. ch., 
to cons. Kev. Samuel Richards 
L. M., of wh. 10 is fr. Mrs. 
C. E. Greene, to cons. Mrs. 

Maria 1. Richards L. M., and 


RECEIVED In May, 1857. 


New Hampshire. 


302.00 
14.00 
75.30 
12 
55 
— 69267 
153.44 
9.00 


Donations. 


prev. dona. of same ch. to 
cons. Miss Cornelia E. Bene- 
dict L. M., per Rey. J. Al- 
drich, agent, 


Connecticut. 


Tariffville, Mrs. J. Caldwell, per 
Rey. O. Dodge, agent, 


New York. 


Braman’s Corner, Mrs. Pru- 

dence Ladd 50 cts.; Mrs. 

George Howard 50 cts.; Miss 

Martha Quick 2; Rochester, a 

friend 1; Lockport, 2nd ch., A. 

H. Morse tr., 50.25; Cazenovia, 

ch. 50; 104.25 

Black River Asso., Adams Vil- 

lage, ch. 11.20; Watertown, 

ch , with other donas. to cons. 

Daniel W. Rickerson L. M., 

77.40; per Rey. H. A. Smith, 

agent, 

Onondaga Asso., estate of Mrs. 

Sally Edwards, for def., per 

Rey. H. A. S., agent, 

St. Lawrence Asso., Chloe Ann 
Dike 10; Mrs. C. H. Rowley 
2; Rev. E. Smith 1; Mrs. 
Nancy W. Smith 2; Andrew 
Smith 50 ets.; Master Philan- 
der Smith 25 cts.; Malone, ch. 
33.87; Mrs. Elizabeth Sawyer 
1; Miss H. Sawyer 13 cts.; per 
Rev. H. A. S., agent, 

Washington Union Asso., Hen- 
rv Tefft 25; Elihu Allen 25; 
Whitman Joslin 2; P Moseley 
1; White Creek, ch. 25.25; 
Cambridge, ch., 38.25; Kings- 
bury, ch. 8.18; Galesville, ch. 
14.50; Shushan, ch. 23.61; 
Hebron, ch. 10; Fort Ann Vil- 
lage, ch. 14.52; Fort Edwards 
Village, ch. 17; Sandy Hill,ch. 
28; Glen’s Falls, ch. 15.25; 
Bottskill, ch., to cons. John 
Stewart L. M., 121.25; per 
Rey. O. Dodge, agent, 

Hudson River South 
Bushwick Ave. ch. 1; 
Gregory 2; Morrisania, ch. 
4.54; W. Munn 5; R. G. 
Hatfield 20; per Rev. O. D., 
agent, 

Saratoga Asso., Schuylerville, 
ch., Rey. O. D., agent, 

Harrisburgh, ch., per Rev. O. 
D., agent, 


88.60 


100.00 


2.60 
6.44 


New Jersey. 


West N. J. Asso., Medford, ch. 
2.64; Columbus, ch. 8.78; per 
Rev. 8. M. Osgood, agent. 

East N. J. Asso., Jersey city, 
Union ch., Fem. Miss. Soc., 
per Rey. 8. M. O., agent, 


11.42 


Pennsylvania. 


Beaver Asso., Newcastle, A. G. 
Kirk act’g tr., T. Spencer 2; 
Holmesburg, ch., of wh. 4 is 
fr. Sab. Sch. infant class, 
19.46; Philadelphia, Mrs. J. 
M. Richards 50; 

Centre Asso., Shirleysburg, ch. 

Bs Rev. 8S. M. Osgood, agent, 

Wyoming Asso,, Eaton, ch., per 

Rey. S. M. O., agent, 


71.46 


5.00 


61.42 
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Ohio: 


Cincinnati, 1st ch. 53.50; Gran- 
ville, D, Humphreys 7; 


Indiana. 


Friendship Asso., Bloomington, 
J. W. Sanders, per Rev. A. 8. 
Ames, agent, 

Bethel Asso., New Albany, W. 
J. Newkirk, W. T. Courtney, 
C. Bartler, M. W. Sherrill 
and Rev. W. B. Crisler ea. 5, 
to sup. a nat. preacher, per 
Rev. A. S. A., agent, 

Huntington Asso., Wabash, ch., 

ver Rev. A. 8. A., agent, 

Elkhart River Asso., Oswego, 
ch., per Rev. A. 8S. A., agent, 

Northern Ind. Asso., Macedo- 
nia, ch. 1; Westville, ch. 
17.21; per Rev. A. 8. A., agent, 

Indianapolis Asso., Little Buck 
Creek, ch. 3.25; Indianapolis, 
ch., tow. building a mission 
house at Henthada 14; per 
Rev. A. S. A., agent, 

Flat Rock Asso., Edenburg, ch., 
per Rey. A. 8. A., agent, 

Tippecanoe Asso., Attica, ch. 
BO; Covington, ch. 11; per 
Rey. A. 8. A., agent, 

Lafayette, ch. 24.20; Covington, 
Dr. C. Clarke 5; tow. building 
a mission house at Henthada, 
per Rey. A. 8. A., agent, 


Illinois. 
Chicago, Ist ch., bal. 47.78; El- 


gin. Miss Jane Smith 2; Mil- 
ersbury, Mrs. A.J. Slafter 
1.75; 


Michigan 


Lenawee Asso. Brooklyn, ch., 
per Rey. A. 8. Ames, agent, 


Iowa, 


Des Moines, ch., William A. Gal- 
braith tr., 


Georgia, 


Fort Gaines, Miss Julia A. 
Gould, 


District of Columbia. 


Washington, E. st. ch., James 
B. Clarke tr., 


Canada West, 


Beamsville, ch. 20.80; Mrs. Bean 
2; colls. by J. W. Stone 14; 
St. George, William Kitchen 
1; Mrs. ty. 1; their children, 
M. 25 cts.; James 25cts.; J. N. 
1. ct.; J. B. Kitchen 1; Paris, 
Mrs. Spottiswood 2; Mr. Lats- 
haw 4; Mrs. Wolverton, 50 
cts.; Boston. ch. 12.25; Mr. 
and Mrs. McMichael 2; Jno. 
Nelles 1; Hartford, ch. 2.74; 
Dea. Dean 1; Mrs. Barber 60 
cts.; Mary Barber 50 cts.; S. 
Merrill 50 cts.; E. Van Lovus 
2; B.1; J.1; William 1; De- 
borah 50 cts.; Waterford, ch. 
5.06; A. Barber 5; Mrs. Bolby 
1; H. Beal 1; Dea. Beamer 1; 


Donations. 


117.35 


N. Boughner 1; Vittoria, ch. 
8.04; Elder Ryerse 2; PD. E. 
Young 4; Mr. Williams 1; 
Charlotteville, 2nd ch. 2.82; 
Simcoe, ch. and cong. 7.40; J. 
Winch 1; Delhi, ch. 6.54; 
coll, at evening meeting in 
Methodist ch. 4.50; Dea. J. 
Souvreen 1, Dea F. Souvreen 
2; Mrs. J. Souvreen 1; Spring- 
ford, ch. 4.05; Mrs. Siple 

cts.; Eben Healey 2; * a mite 
25 cts.;°° Dea. T. Wilcox 1; 


Burgessville, ch. 5.87; 8. Nich- 


ols 50 cts ; J. Moses 25 ets.; 
I. Snyder 25 ets.; P. Watson 
16 ets.; Woodstock, ch. 5.75; 


Rev. and Mrs. E. Topping 


1.91;—their children, 

ets.; J. 15 ets.; William 15 
cts.; F. T. 7 ets.; Dea. Burteh 
1; Strath Roy Village, mis- 
sionary meeting 434; at Mr. 
Saxton’s 175; Canboro vil- 
lage, ch. 4.14; at Mr. Brad- 


shaw’s sch. house 3.45; Chat- 
ham, Tabernacle ch. 6.12; to 


cons. Rey. A. Campbell L. M., 


171.82; of wh. amt. 116.45 


was reported in gross last 
month, particulars not having 
been reed, per Rey. 8.8. Day, 
agent, 


Legacy. 
Cornville, Me., Joshua Wood- 


man, per Samuel Woodman, 
Exr., 


Total from April 1 to May 81, 1857, 


Donations in Goods. 


Condersport, Pa., Mrs. E. A, 
Jones, 1 box clothing, &c., 
for Mrs G, I’. Watrous, 

Philadelphia, Pa., Dr. D. Jayne 
& Son, 4 boxes Medicines for 
Rey. M. Bronson, 


DONATIONS. 
RECEIVED IN JUNE, 


Maine. 


Rockland, John Wakefield 50; 
Livermore, Dea. Thompson, 
decd, tocons. J. D. Thompson 
L. M., 100; 

Corinna, Rev. B. P. Winchester 

; A. Young 4: Sullivan. 
Mrs, M. Urann 1]; Vassalboro, 
ch. 7.10; Winslow, ch. 4.24; 
North Livermore, Fem. Mis. 
Soc. 3; Albion, ch. 1.60; Ey 
Dixmont 75 ets.; W. Hamp- 
den 5.75; Bradford 3.75; At- 
kinson 1; Charleston 8.75; D. 
Heinck 5; E. Corinth 6.05; 
So. Dover 5.31; Sangerville 3; 
So. Sangerville 2; Guilford 
8.18; Abbott,ch. 5; S. Warren 
1; Monson, ch. 6.75; Park- 
man, ch. 2.25; Foxeroft and 
Dover, ch. 13; Dexter, ch. 3.87; 
Harpswell, ch. 11.60; per Rey. 
F. Merriam, agent, 


(August, 


55.37 


2,677.01 


200.00 
$2,877.91 
$7,445.47 


10.00 
2500 
1.00 
2.00 
18.21 
14.20 
= 
198.00 
—— $207.00 
1857. 
150.00 
109.45 
250.45 


New Hampshire. 


Hebron, ch. 10.70; Hudson, D. 
Burns 1; Newton, ch. 10.25; 
Vlaintield, ch. 4.50; per Rey. 
H. Tonkin, agent, 26.45 

Vermont. 


Winooski, M. Lynd, 

Thetford, ch. 7.25; Cavendish, 
Mrs. A. C. Davis 1; Grafton, 
ch. 35.60; Windham, ch. 19.28; 
Bellows Falls, ch. 2.62; Lon- 
donderry, ch. 7.25; Sharon, 
ch. 16.40; per Rev. H. Ton- 
kin, agent, 


10.00 


100.40 


Massachusetts. 


Boston, Baldwin Vlace ch. 150; 
Brookline ch. and cong., Dea. 
Sanderson tr., mon. con. 
oO; Billerica, “ The widow's 
mite.” 5; Needham, ch., mon. 
con, 860; Webster, ch. 12; 
Mrs. Ann B. Bacon, for the 
Teloogoo Mission, 10; Shel- 
burne Falls, ch., J. B. Bard- 
well tr., 6, 2 

Fall River, Ist ch. 10; 2nd ch., 
of which 7 is fr. Sab. Seh., 
infant dept, 3549; Worcester, 
lst ch., in part, of which 36.45 
is fr. Juv. Mis. Soc., 242.55; 
Vieasant st. ch., mon. con. 
840; Leominster, ch., mon. 
con. W; No. Attleborough, 
ch., to cons. Jonathan Rich- 
ards L. M., 100; per. Rev. J. 
Aldrich, agent, 406.44 


628.04 
Rhode Island. 


Coventry, Mrs. Catherine Wa- 
terman, 

lrovidence, 8d ch., with other 
dona’s to cons. W. HL. Shedd 
L.M., 90.91; Waterman st. ch., 
Frederick Miller 10; per Rev. 
J. Aldrich, agent, 


5.00 


100.91 
——s= 105.91 
New York. 


New York city, Amity st. ch,, 
Edw, Austin, tr., additional, 
of which 100 is fr. a friend, for 
the Toungoo Mission under 
Rev. Dr. Mason, 10 fr. “a 
friend,’ and 1 fr. a little boy, 
his tirst earnings, for the ha- 
ren Mission, 111; Wyoming, ch. 
11; Preston eh., mon. con. 6, 

Broome and Tioga Asso. 19.35; 
Oswego,eh. 80.47; Spencer, ch. 
1; West Nanticoke, ch. 3.50; 
Wilseyville, ch. 5; Caroline, 
Ist ch. 1245; per Rev. O. 
Dodge, agent, 

Washington Union Asso., Hoo- 
sick, ch. 24.29; West Hoosick, 
ch. 18.50; per Rev. O. D., 
agent, 

Utsego Asso. 1595; Coopers- 
town, ch. 3.25; Litchfield, ch. 
S8ets.; Warren, ch. 1.50; W. 
W. Walker 10; Mrs. L. Rob- 
bins, 3; per Rev. O. D., agent, 

Franklin Asso. 31.24; Mrs. E.R. 
Ford 4; Milford, Ist ch. 2.85; 
W. Cook 1; per Rev. O. D., 
agent, 

Mohawk River Asso. 20; of the 
lreasurer 24.91; per Rev. O. 

D., agent, 


128.00 


34.58 


89.09 


44.91 


Donations. 


Saratoga Asso. 11; Burnt Hills, 
Fem. Beney. Soc. 10; per 
Rev. O. D., agent, 

Worcester Asso., Maryland, ch. 
per Rey. O. D., agent, 

Hudson River South Asso., 
Yonkers, ch., per Rev. O. D., 
agent, 

New York Asso., Hastings, ch., 
per Rev. O. D., agent, 

Black River Asso. 5528; La 
Fargeville, ch 16; Lowyville, 
ch. 10; R. Hopkins and wife 
2; Great Bend, ch. 12.50; 
Clayton, ch. 33; Belleville, 
ch., of which 6.62 is fr. Fem. 
Mite Soc., 87.22; Adams Cen- 
tre, ch. 32.55; Village ch. 10; 
Martinsburg, ch. 6; Daniel 
Hall 25; A. S. Gillette 25; 
Dea. A. Clark 6; Henderson, 
ch. 10; Leyden, ch. 94.87; to 
cons. N. M. Shephardson L. 
M.; per Rey. HL. A. Smith, 
agent, 374.87 

Genessee Asso. 22; Middlebury, 
ch. 50 ets.; Warsaw, ch. 12; 
le Koy, ch. 75.50; Elba, ch. 
7.75; Oakfield and Alabama, 
ch. 50; Orangeville, ch. 9.60; 
Attica, ch. 2; Wyoming, ch. 
4.2; Batavia, ch. 40; to cons. 
Rev. Peter Irving L. M.; per 
Kiev. H. A. S., agent, 

Genessee River Asso. 20.26; Cas- 
tile, ch. 12.25; Grove and 
Portage 13; Gainsville, ch. 5; 
Rey. H. A. Cutler 1; per Rev. 
H. A. S., agent, 

Livingston Asso., Mount Morris, 
ch. 54.50; Hemlock Lake, eh. 
8; Lima. ch. ¥.12; So. Dans- 
ville, ch. 13.68; York, ch. 
4.71; with other donas. to 
cons. Allen W. Smith and 
Rev. J. D. Jones L. M.; per 
Rev. HL. A. S., agent, 

Orleans Asso. 19.75; Yates, ch. 
18; Shelby, ch. 8.50; Gaines 
and Murry, ch. 1; Dea. Silas 
Warren 4; with other donas. 
to cons. Rev. Trenton S. Hill 
L. M.; per Rev. H. A. 8., 
agent, 51. 


21.00 
16.47 


14.00 
18.60 


174.47 


New Jersey. 


West N. J. Asso., Marlton, ch., 
per Rev. 8. M. Osgood, agent, 
Central N. J. Asso., Cherryville, 
ch., Rey. B. still, per Rev. 3. 
M. O., agent, 
East N. J. Asso., Perth Amboy, 
3.50; Plainfield, 2nd_ eh. 
17.82; Shrewsbury, ch., Mrs. 
h. Middlediteh 5; Newark, 
North ch. 10; Middletown, Ist 
ch. 80; per Rev. S. M. O., 
agent, 
Sussex Asso, 34.41; Orange, ch. 
25; per Rev. S. M. O., agent, 59.41 


Pennsylvania. 


Muddy Creck, ch., mon. con. 11.00 

Bradford Asso., Troy, ch. 1.03; 
Smithtield, ch., E.'T. Wood 2: 
Ridgeburg, ch., D. A. Gillette 
and lady 1.25; per Rey. S. M. 
Osgood, agent, 

Central Union Asso., Vincent, 
ch. 17.60; Milestown Union 
ch. 8.79; Holmesburg, ch., 
Sab. Sch. 5.25; per Rev. S. M. 
O., agent, 


4.28 


31.65 


Monongahela Asso., Greensbo- 


io 
ive) 


1857.] 319 
| 


520 Donations. 


ro’,ch. 1; Flatwoods, ch. 18.50; 
per Rey. 8. M. O., 

Philadelphia Asso., New Bri- 
tain, ch. 29.25; Lower Dublin, 
ch., of which 40.20 is fr. Fem. 
Mite Soc. 74 70; ery 
5th ch., of which 131.50 is fr. 
Fem. Miss. Soc., 431.50; to 
cons. Miss Mary Richards and 
Miss Annie Richards L. M., 
by Dea. W. H. Richards; and 
Judson Ford L. M., by Dea. 8. 
Ford, per Rey. 8. M. O., 

h 
ttsburg Asso., Freeport, ch., 
per Rey. 8S. M. O., agent, 


Ohio. 


Centreville, ch. 

Medina, ch. 13.50; Columbia, ch. 
10.30; coll, at Cleveland Asso. 
per Rey. Henry Davis, 


Indiana. 


Manchester, ch. 

Elkhart River Asso. 5.03; Lima, 
ch., for mission house at Hen- 
thada 7.15; per Rey. A. 8. 
Ames, agent, 

Northern Ind. Asso., Macedo- 
nia, ch. 2; Rev. J. Mustin 1; 
Mrs. Walterhouse 25 cts.; Mrs. 
Merrill 25 cts. ; per Rey. A. 
8. A., agent, 


Michigan. 


Wahstenaw Asso. 8.81; Dexter, 
ch. 4.10; Pinckney, ch. 12.10; 
. Smith 1; per Rev. A.S. Ames, 
agent, 34.21 
Lanowee Asso. 16.70; Brooklyn, 
ch. 4.75; per Rev. A. 8. A., 


agent 21.45 
Hillsdale Asso., per Rey. A. S. 

A., agent, 4.14 
St Joseph’s River Asso. 10.30; 

Srurgis, ch. 6; Edwardsburg, 

ch.9: Liberty,ch.1; per Rey. 

A.S. A., agent, 26.30 
Kalamazoo Asso., Galesburg, 

ch.; per Rev. A. S.A., agent, 5.49 
Jackson Asso. 3151; Aurelius 

and Onondaga, ch. 15; per 

Rey. A. 8. A., agent, 46.51 


— 138.10 
Maryland. 


Taneytown, ch., of which 5 is fr. 
Rey. D. Cummings, 9.00 


Cherokee Nation. 


Cherokee ch., Miss. Soc., Rev. 
E. Jones, Sec., 45.00 


New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. 


New Brunswick and Nova Sco 
tia For. Miss. Soc., J. W. 
Barss, tr., for nat. preachers 
under Rey. A. R. R. Crawley, 
in Henthada, 200; Chatham, 
N.B., Charles Lioyd, to edu- 
cate Kanoke, under care of 


Rev. Dr. Mason, Toungoo, 10; 
Horton, N. 8., Rev. A. W. 
Sawyer 12, 


Canada East. 


Danville Asso., per Rey. A. 
Gilles, 


[August, 1857. 


Canada West. 


Western Asso. 32.10; Walsing- 
ham, ch. and cong. 22.25; per 
Rev 8.8. Day, agent, 

Grand River Asso. South, per 
Kev, 8. 8S. D., agent, 

Niagara Asso. 7.04; Canboro’ 
Village, ch., in part, 2.25; per 
Rey. S. 8. D., agent, 

Grand River Asso. North, 31; 
of ten subscribers 7 ea. to raise 
the amount to 100, tow. a L. 
M. this year, Alexander Ken- 
nedy and Rev. Geo. Wilson, 
14; Brantford ch. and cong., 
morn & eve. col. 50; Arnold 
W. Sherstone, 2; D. B. Davyi- 
son, a child, 25 cts.; St. 
George’s ch., Dea. C. C. 
Smith, 2; per Rev. 8. 8. D., 
agent, 


99.25 


In Foreign Countries. 


France, Denain, ch. 18.87; Par- 
is, ch, 7; 

Greece, Athens, Thomas G. 
Dickson 5; Demetrius Sa- 
kellarius, 3; per Rey. A. N., 
Arnold, 


Legacies. 


Cambridge, Mass., Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Hovey, per Geo. Cum- 
mings, Ex’r, in part, 2 

Hastings, N. Y., Hannah God- 
frey, per C. A. Wilson, Ex’r, 
ver Rev. O. Dodge, agent, 

White Creek, N. Y., Cornelia 
A. Verry, per Key. O. D., 
agent, 

Lawrence, Ind., Thomas Towns- 
end, in part, 


25.87 
8.00 
— 3387 
8,910.19 


500.00 
15.00 


200.00 


100.00 
2,815.00 


6,725 19 


Total from April 1 to June 3), 1857, $14,170.68 


Donations in Goods. 


Cambridge, Mass., Old Cam- 
bridge eh., 1 globe and plan- 
etarium, for the Hent 
Mission, 

Taunton, Mass., Miss Harriet 
W. Gould, 1 communion ta- 
ble cover, for the ch. at Now- 
gong, Assam, 

Philadelphia, Penn., Dr. D. 
Jayne & Son, Medicine for 
Rev A. HL. Danforth, 

Providence, R. 1., Perry Davis 
& Son, 1 box Pain Ki Jer, for 
Rey. D Whitaker, 


34.00 


4.50 


8.00 


6.00 
— 62.50 


209.00 
16.00 
535.45 54.57 
5.20 41.90 
—— 208 
9.29 
39.20 
20.00 
12.18 —— 
3.50 
- 
| 
| 
| 


